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Peter Graham

The Essence of Time

Rosehill Music



To Janey, for her understanding.

The Essence of Time

The book of Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3, commences:

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven;
a time to be born;
a time to dance;
a time to love;
a time to hate;
a time to die;
a time to mourn;
a time for war;
a time for peace.”

The above extracts are each represented by a variation, or part variation, which attempt a musical
portrayal of the individual characteristics of the moods of the activities listed.
The ‘essence’ is for the interpreter and listener to decide.
Peter Graham

Rosehill Music Publishing Company Limited
Harold Charles House, 64a London End,
Beaconsfield, Bucks. HP9 2)D



Peter Graham

The Essence of Time

A time to be bom...
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To Gillian and Brian

On Alderley Edge

PETER GRAHAM

Full Score

Commissioned by John Street, Managing Director of Egon Publishers Ltd., for
the 1997 Boosey & Hawkes National Brass Band Championship Finals,
Championship Section



COMPOSER'S NOTE

The North Cheshire village of Alderley Edge is dominated by a 600 foot wooded escarpment (known locally as the Edge) where
evocatively titled landmarks such as Wizard's Well, Stormy Point and The Devil’s Grave have inspired storytellers for centuries.

This work presents a musical portrayal of many of these sites and also recalls some of the legends which have arisen from them. In
dealing with the subjects of the forest, myths and folklore, parallels with the German Romantic Opera tradition became apparent to
me and it seemed appropriate to draw upon sources and in some cases the language of that particular period in music history. Hence
the references to Weber's masterpiece Der Freischiitz and the ideas of a redemption theme and the triumph of good over evil. This
latter notion also has a resonance with the brass band test-piece tradition of Percy Fletcher, Cyril Jenkins et al. It is therefore perhaps
doubly fitting, as we approach the millenium, for a nostalgic reminder of both the ethos and style of this period in the development of
the brass band repertoire.

The music itself could be considered to be a series of tone pictures. The Armada Beacon (the highest point on the Edge from where the
advance of the Spanish Armada was signalled) presents some musical fireworks with a Spanish twist. The timeless nature of the
ancient Golden Stone (reputed to have mythical properties) is evoked by a chaconne while the machine-like drive of the Engine Vein
Mine is represented by a meccanico section. The Holy Well is outlined by the redemption theme (a pastiche aria) while in Stormy Point
fragments of the Dies Irae can be heard against the brooding storm music. The Devil’s Grave (making reference to the Wolf's Glen scene
from Der Freischiitz) completes the core of the work which is framed by a Prologue and Epilogue.

The Prologue sets the forest scene in the offstage horn call which also makes reference to the most enduring of the legends of Alderley
Edge. A subterranean cavern is said to house a sleeping army who will rise if ever the country is in peril. Entrance to the cavern is by
way of iron gates which are hidden in the landscape. Locals have their own ideas of the whereabouts of the gates and it is said that
music (the horn call) from the cavern can still be heard at nights. In true local tradition I have signposted the entrance with a melody
woven into the fabric of one of the landmarks. The mystery continues!

Peter Graham, June 1997

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Peter Graham was born in Scotland and was educated at the University of Edinburgh, Moray House College and latterly Goldsmiths'
College where he studied composition with Edward Gregson. His varied career has included spells in New York and London
working in SA music publishing. He is presently a Senior Lecturer in Music at the University of Salford, Editorial Director of
Gramercy Music Publishing and Music Associate of the Black Dyke Band.
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