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| he—"ana what's mote, gentloman, I'll give

b"l'u peme to oue of the BEstkoown bands in
! the Holme Valley. o 3L s the Halle Edygo
Prize Band origianily

history now llves st Holmtirth, two mileg
trom the village of Hadg Edge. He Is Alrn
| Jonathan Hira: o shopkeeper al Upper

GOAT SANDWICHES

TO START A BAND.

Queer Romance of

Near Huddersfield.

Music in a Village

From our Reporter.
HUDDERSFIELD, Thursday.
DIORE than 30 years ago, 4 plain-
spoken, goodmnatured farmer
called together village folk near here
to decide whether they should form a
band.

“We must have a band of our own,” said
& gont to atmrt the bandg fund.”

[ The effer won necepted: & hpoid  was
H{gunded in the Jjitle village wiich has glven

1 as she Billye

oats Band. .

1 The presont dignifled: tsie v porhaps
in keeping with tho band's acceniplialy-

ments.  They lave won prizes at  many

iarge contesis,

Ths founder of this bandg with a quaint

Bridge, who W peoud 0f having (ounded the

ttog ol

-4

= .1 LR gy g
keepa cheerful

"1 ean ceralnly cislm the honour of hav.
ing foundegd ths Blllygoata Band but only
the oldeat fnlk In these parts can remember
how we mized the money,” Jonathan told
me, aLt his fttle ahop to<lay.

=1 wns born at Hade Edge, nnd wan for
many years a {armer and atonemssaon thero.
The band was formed this way., Folk in the
village had been grumbllng becatse we Wwere
having to pay £3 a yesr to o band from
apother village whenover we had a Sunday
school treat, or auy other festivity, a0 I
called a village meoting nuc suggested n
band of aur own. The young men in the
villago were very xeéen on the tdea. Every-
pody tgok an Interest in the band. These
were many quarry workers at Hade Edge in
" those daya.

“1 had a young billygoat on my farm. We
killed 1t and cooked It and we cut 1t up
and sold amall portions at so much a plate.
It was very tasly, too. The peoplo nte gout
sandwiciies, and the procecds went towards
atarting the band.

*“ The sale of ihe billvgoat wna no profit-
ablo that luter wo roasted thiee more goats,
They wers cut up antl made nto sanawiches.
I ahould not mind dining off n plece of one
of these gonts tonight,” sald Jonathan,
chuckling at the memory of the sandwiciies.

It was inevitabls after the goots Lind
baenn sacriliced for thoe sake of thie band,
thut people could not  foiget the  {act,

Whether the early bandsmen ot Hade Edge
were saommewiin: dismaved when the Dand
bacame known as the Billvpoata Band, Mr. |
‘Hirst did not recall. Bul ho sotd that octa-
sionally vulgar people made gont-like nolws
when the bandsmeh passed, und (hers Wes
much good-aatured chalf

“1am giad to say that the band {louriahed

2 V. &
from the start;” sald Mr. Hirst, cgntinuing
the stary, *They bave won s grewt  many.|
prives alnce those days. Tha money we got
oo the sule.of the billygonts went towards
huvicg wuhnilorms asnd instruments; 1f - F
romrmbuer rightly,

" Now Hade Edge Band have a bandroom
of elr own In A twosere Licld, They have
progressed batier RNm aver 1 expected,”

Mr. Hirst recalls that on thei¢ early aut-
mgs the band used' tg tmvel by wigoneite. |
Thete wea muely Eg Antereat in brass Hands |
in those. doys, ) Te would walk iles
1 hsar o gootd ones ; :

At Hade Bdie & WAk a much earlier
Gand In existence tire Billygoass, Band,
and this earlier hasd had & very vulgar but
highly  expreasive nickname  * Baly. Band,*
because, altey drawing fees, the bandsnten
hat = seputation for sotiling dewn i the
nearest publis-house. '

bir, Hirst by the way. claima it was he who
suggested Lhe ldea of founding the ontile
market ot A by, .
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