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BRASS BANDS.

[ Telegraph ' Special —No. J.)

Lo co part of the country iz the cult P ihs brass

bind foilowed with more enthus:asm than o the

= ! puighbourhood of Bradford, and it is therefore
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hardly surpnising to find two bands of first-class
exocllence establshed in places <0 near to cach
ofher as Quecansbury and Wrke. The Blck
Mike and Wyke bauds—oune refrains with soma
Iittle difficuity from wnlivg Wyke “Temperance,”
but. as our readers are aware, Lhe word * Temper-
ance has rccent!ly been dropped from the title—
have been nivals iu a friendly way for many
vears. ~Now one has prevaled, and now th>
other, bul taking a general riview of Lhe time
Juripz winch the rivalry bas existed the balaoce
of esceilenco has beeu remarkabliy cven.

A =keteh of ine history and achicrements of the
B.ack Dike Baud appeared in tocse cclumns a
saor. tume ago: a few facis of a simiar nature
recardiuz the Wyke orginicatiov will doubtless
be of msvest Lo our readers.

The Wrke Bacd dates from 1869. Before this
wne (bcie had been 1n Wyke a flute band, ard
th:s was ihe nucieus round which the present arsy-
pr=vion moew.  The band awee i1ts esisience to ths
efforts of five men—al] capable musictans, and fuli
of entpusiasm for their art. Ther nomes arc
worthy of being pliced on record. They are
Ephraim Perar:on, Dan Helliwell. Edward Bentley,
and Gearpe Tavior. ‘Mr Pearson was the first
bandmaster, and at the bermmng be had under
him twenty instrumentalists. This s four less
thip the pumber, of a band at compelition
streugth, but it was uol lonz before the full nuw-
ber was made up. Under the able gwdance of Me.
Pearson. and after him of Mr. Jobn Brook and
Mr Hugh Whitham. the band improved from vear
10 vear. and took part 1o many second-<clas; con-
tests with everancreasiug success. By 1886 1t was
sirour gnensh to enter into competition with the
it bands g the country, and qs a prelimmnary to
flyinz ot tigher zame a profcssional conductor was
enTaed. This was Mr. Edwin Swibt, of Miles-
hridge, Huddersheld, who hag rematned associated

with the band iu the sawe capacity down
tr the preeent ume. An  ecarly  sucecss
showed that abijity wais pol ncommensurate

with ambinon, far at Flestwood, eoon after the
appoingiment. of Mr. Swift, the Wike men had
the sausfacon of beatinz the Bocies o the Barp,
then at the beight of their feme. Io tue same
veur the Wyke Eand took part for the first time
in Lhe great conteét at Bells Vue, Maunchester,
out without sucoess. No lid was made for Bella
Vur henours in the follow.nz vear, buc i 1523
the band entered the lisis once more, and carried
off first prize m a memorable eontest. The van-
quished competitors iccluded the Be:ses o' the
Barn, Black Dike, Kingston Mills and sixteen
otber bunds of lesser standing. The victory was
repeaied again pext year. and though :a 1800 Lbe
Wike men dropped to tnird place, they restored
their prestigo somewhat in the foillowing year by
tuking the cecond prize. Honours have been
won at Manchester since, but most of these are
too recent to need chromicling here.  Belle Vuo

|is, of course, the Mecca of all brass bandsmen,

but therc are sev

1at Belle Ve,

eral other placos where aro held
contests very little inferior in importance to those
Among these is the Seolch town

|of Kirkealdy. and here the Wyke Bomd has al-

ready managed to score. Dunng the last eleven
vears the prizes taken 4t Kirkealdy bave com-
prized five firsts, four second:, a tlrd, and a

tourth. '
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 Were sou tn ask a Wyke banduman what was
the moest successful yvar “his bond ever had ho
would unhesitatingly namo 1895. The record of

that vear 1s little short of msrvellous. Mcelang
the Besses o' the Barn eleven times, the Wyke

mon best them seven times, and out of fivre ccca-
eions on which the Black Dike Bind was encoun-
tered the Wyke men emerged viclorious on mo
fewer than four. Theso succatses were all tke
more striking inasmuch as there Wwas
no other band at that time whach had any chance
azmnst the three just named. They were absolu-
telyv unrivalled, and divided all the prizes between
them. Thus in a econtest at Keighley they
were the only competitors, and the Wyks Band
was awarded the iwo first prizes, the Black
Dike the two seconds, and the Besses o' th»
Barg (he two thirds. In the same year the
Wrke Band was placed ficst In a conlest al ﬂ?b
Agriculwural Hall, Ishngton, winning £5 1o
monev and a euphonium worth 30 guineas. The
total value of the prizes won in 1885 was about
£450, acd a rough estimate of the amouit netted
in prizes since the band bcgan takimg part in

| contests gives the memarkable figure of £7,000.

In addition .to playisg in competitions, the
bapd fuifils a considerable number of public’
engagemente, averaging about fifty a yecar. Ths
bringe in 8 revenue of betwean £500 and £600,
of which 20 per cent. goes to the band fund,

‘| and the remainder is divided among the players

as remupe-ation for their sefvices. Nearly every

“{4Qwn of importanco in the counlry has been vistted

a. offo tame or another in fulfilment of engage-

| ments, and there are seversl places which are
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lreg.;:ds finances. the posi

H visited regularly every year. Twice the band bas

played at exhibitions, viz., at thet at Newcastie
in 1887, and at the last Glagow Exhibion. As
of the band Las

Leiwavs been satisfactory. Besides the monmey
{denved from public engagemeute, as mentioned

above, a cubstantal sum is netted by mean: of

| the Smndiy coneerts. About twelve of these are
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bhe!d every year, and the whole of the proceeds
gnoes to the bend fund. In eddition to this a
further cum of about £50 a year i1s received in
suhzeriptions.

Harting sud so wuch about the band's story
and achievements there is not space for anything
buc. a brief meation of a few of the pruncipal
plaverr Of Mr Swif:, the conductor, we have
already spoien. The biad has woo masr of 1t
cucrestes under hui: guidages, and lus services are
gready appreciated JMr Fred Berry, wigo acts |
as bardmacter, plays the too eupbomum. He
started biz cazeer m the Honlgy Band, and cyme
to Wyko from the Linthwaite Baxd, = 1398. In
that year tho Wyke pan took the first prive at
Belic Vue. and their suscaes was largaly dus to|
Mr Dorry's magnificeyt rendering of the engho-
pux salo ¢ If with’ all vowr Dbearts™ from
“Eijad ) m the tert piasce.  This is M. Berry's |
frst vaar as bindmaster, agd he Lss slready won |
g>oiden opauons for the tact wnd efficiegey with

which he discharges his dutics. Mr. Alfred
Allinson, the “sopramo” player, camo into the|
band about twelve years ago from Daisy Hill.
There are few men to equal him on his particu-
lar instrument, and without him the band would |
be distinctly poorer. The solo cornet player is|
Mr. Percy Turner. who has been with the band |
about ten years, having been connected pre
viously with the Dewshury Old Band. He is a
fine player, as his large collection of medals tes-
tifles.

At the present time the band is in a high stato
of cfliciency, and a successful season is confident-
ly expected. The first contest for which it is
enterod takes places at Lincoln a weck to-day.
The bangd is also entered for the contes! at New
Brighton on July 20th. At this contest lagt
year the Wyke, Trunmere Glean, and Black
Dyke baunds all competed, and their performances
were s0 marve.lously even that tho judge ordered
the first tlmew prizes to bo divided between
vhem. The Wyke Band will also take past this
year in the contests at Kirkcaldy snd Belle Vue.




