WEST HARTLEPOOL OLD OPERATIC HAND,

West Hartlepool Old Operatic Band, whieh!
was cslablished in tho year 1851, has had s
chequered rarcer. In the early days of West
Hartlepool, as some of the oldest supporters cf |
tho band can testify, Lhe Operatio—as it was then |
named—were one of the hest combirations in tha I
contest fickl, and took many prizes under the cun ’
ductorabip of tho late Mr. Thomas 1logg, who war
at that time a coract player of the first water.

Many changes have naturally taken place since
the inauguration of the band, and the oldest mem-
ber at tﬁe present limo in Mr. 11. Applby, who
becamo a mumber in the vear lﬂg. r. M
Squinee is the next oldest member, he having been
ronnected wilh it about  ecighteen  years, Mr,
F.]Tleby reccllects the then rosy days of the band
with satisfaction. St. lelens band, in those daye,
was a clase rival to the Oll Operatie, and it ie
iust. 18 vears ago thal s malch betwern the twe
nande was arranged for £50 a-side. Each band
played four selections (own choice) anl the oon-
t+5l took plaes on the Wesl Hartlepool Recrealion
Crounds, which were at that time situnted on a
fitn where Camberland-stivet now slands. The
walch proved a great tesd, mud the Operatic were
heralded the vislors. Subseguently Mr. T. Hogg
put oul. n challenge to play any ooruet player
single-handed, hut the rlinll‘.u(u was not taken up.

A few vears later Mr. J. 0. Shephord took wp
the conductoralip, but only for a short period, an
that gentleman Jeft o take ap a luerative position
at Leicestor.  Mr. Shepherd is now comluctor of
the orchostra at the Royal Opera Houre, Liver-
pool. Mr. Wm Hogg, a biother of the gontleman
of that name mentioned abave, was the next con-
ductor, and hebd command with abiiity uitil about
tha vear 1887, when he was suceeeded hy Mr. J. M.
Chrislon, the present bandnaster, who had pro-
vionsly joinad ss solo teaor lorn player. Hard
work, with determination, anpears o have been
Mr. Christen’s violto, of we are to 3 Ige by tha
results sinece he took up office.  The mulcl has—to
nse nosporting phraso—"coms on" by lesps and
bounds, until at the present day they are clas<ed
ns cnr of the best brars bands i Bogland.

In the year 1871 some of {he instruments wore
in n very had stale of repair, and Mr. Chliriston,
assisted by several handsmen and supporters, set
to work o endearvour o ge! o new set.  Thanks
to (he gensrous rosponee of the townspeople, the
band are now in the possession of a full set of
silver-plated instroments made by the celebrated
Bessou firm.  TIL may be interrsting to mention
thal it was late in the summer of 1892 hefore
they obtained their new instroments, and the first
contest they took part in that year was at West
Hardlepml, “Joan of Are™ hoing the testpices.
Despite the fact that several of the instruments tie
Ol Oporatic bandanen were playing were hownd
with shing, and ofthers pln.-lrmfl with soap, (hey
wanag el to gain first prize 1 Prior to this, how-
ever, Mr. Wm, Holdsworth, of Wykn, near Iirad-
fond, Jind beay engaged an professional eondactor
to avidt Mr. Christm, the first-named being what
is termed by brass bandsmen, s " double-
banded” man, which means that he was able fo
play a cornel and conduct.  Mich ne is lue
to Mr. Hoklsworth for his perscvering excrlions
on the bund's hehalf, and mul]::“ his baton they did
eacecdingly  welll MroAlex. Owon,  conductor of
the noted Besseso™-th-Baru Bamd, succeeded Mr.
Heldsveorth, as professional condiuctor to the Ol
Operalic last year, aind the success of this genlle-
man's talented tuition has been sirikingly demon-
strafed.

_The past four yenrs have been of a brillint
character Jor the members of (he Ol Operalic,
and they will in yean to come be able to ok
back with pride on their accomplishimenta.  Their

[ chempions of the

winnings have been @ 1892, eash and prizes valua
£142 2+, ; 1893, £122 17n. ; 18%, £168 13a. This
year they havo eclipsed all provious winnings, and
establighed n recond for themselves, their winnirge
for the scason amowmting to the value of £192 44,
which includes quarteitn contests, instruments,
and a gold medal. They have atiendod 12 con-
tests, and taken 11 first prizes, four seconds, two
thirds, and ono fifth, (he nunber of prizes being
accounted for by the fact that therm were guick-
step conteds held at momn places.  Linst &n l.ho;
won_Lthe MNorthern Countiea Challenge , &I

on September IHh Irst again oarried off  that
tacphy whon competing agaivst 11 other bandas al
Neweastle. Tho cup crities with it the titlo of
orthern Counties. Tanfleld
Lea were eccond, and South Derwent thind. The
firet prizo comsisted of tho Olympia, Northorn
Ceunties Challenge Cup, valucd at £15 158  cash
prize, £10; Besson euphoninm, valued st £19 190,y
and Boosey and Co's tenor slide trombona, valued
£10 10s.—total value, wilhont gold madal, £56 4a.

This is the mosl sneossaful year the band has
ever known and the fsc: thal they have beaton
such hands ax Linthwaile, Dalley, {;imlle , Traw-
den, Cleckheaton, ele., speaks volumos for their
romarkable cattainments.  Great praise 18- due to
(he inspirati displayed by their renowned con-
dactor, Mr. A. Owen, whilo to the oxertions of
Mr. J. R. Christon, bandmaster and seoretary,
alsr the energelic committos must be attributed,
in no small degree, the miccess of the famons
“Operatic,” the admitted Chrnpion of the North 1

MR. J. R. CHRRISTON,
DARDMARTER AND SRCRRTARY, WeaT

Harrieroon Ono OPRRATIOL, L

Mr. J. R. Christon was bom at Maltdn, York-
shire, on Febroary 23rd, 1858, and is now ap-
proaching 38 vears of age. Mo commenond his
carenr with the Malion Rifla Band as seeond Cor-
net in 1872, ad in "73 played Repisno under the
tuition of Mr. J. Gibson, and being eonnected
with bawds sinee that date hag had yoars' ex-
pericnoe. :

After seven years on the cornel, Mr. Christop
was compelled (o leave his native town through
bad trude, when we find him on January Tth, 18:), |
in Woesl llnrll«-\loul. At tho latler part of that
sceasci he joined the Old Operalie as Sola Horn
and 'n "85 was appoinied oorrosponding seeretary,
which position he holds up to dale,

Thrangh the resignation of Me. W, Hogg, and
appointment. of Mr. Holdswoith as conduntor in
Feb., 00, Mr. Christon war subsequently appointed
Banduaster, and sonducted and played Solo Horn
for & period of two years, but ﬁml-;ng it a laborious
task, got another man for the instrwment, snd ul-
timalely reserved himsell for conducting alane,

Mr. Christon has been the msinstay of tho baad
for many years, and the band han been sucoessful
in many ocompelitiona under his baton, in the
wnavoidable absence of Mr. Owen, and Jast year
won the Northern Counties Clallenge Cup, and
“L "Ftoile dn Nord” under hitr haton. Ils has
been instrumental in bringing men from all over
the country, England, Ireland, Seotland and
Wales (0 mako s guod band.  Straightforwaridneds
amd peveeveranee is his motto, aud all who know
him agren that he is the right men in the right
place.



PRIZES WON BY WEST HARTLEPUOL UPER ATIC BAND 1IN 1898,

INaTRUCTOR : A. OwEN, Esq. BANDMABTER ¢ MR, J. R CrinistoN
DATE. PLACE. Jupom, . SELECTION. Prize. YALUR,
£ a d
Merch 9..... .Belton........ W. W, Lax......cccceccene. Quartette ......20d.............. 2 0 (
Middlesboro’ ...... M. Miiburn .. ... b e 2 U8
May 11......... Frosterley.. ...... R Stesd ............ “Rossiol’s Works™..3rd. ... 6 0 (
& o i . March ... end............... 1 01
Jurne 22 .......... Hawes......... Greenlogs ... .....“!losslnla Woarke™: .Ml wnaiman 3 0
" e .March ............ 18k coiiiivaiivns 2 0!
June 29............Murton......... R Stead ...ou...... “Rorsinl's \Vorh et e, 25 0
(1] " M memssives ss M B'd ------------- l 0 |
July 27 ........Tanfleld...... J.Ord Hume ........""I, Elolledu Hnrd" st a::’cli 2nd... 15 0 !
v.
Auvg. 3 ... Haortlepool - ..L “Etolledu Hord ".. 1st. . ........... 25 0
o . e . March... ?nd T ) T
Aug. 10 ...... Sllkaworth i L Ftole du Nord™... Ist ... .= 13 0
it i = ” ‘Maroh............ lat e T
Aug. 21 .. .Great Ayton ' "L Etolle de Nord"... 1at .......... 30
sl awaes ...March . ..1at P O |
Aug. 24.. Ulrrognto it .""LEtolle du l\nrvd" oo 130
Sept. 5 . Bedale.........Jenkinson........"R osainl's Worke™... 18t ... ....... 10 0
i MWoamwns N awcastle........J. S. Jonan............... “England” ......... 1st . . 2510
e " L (-rhll'{ Cup.... l.'l ]5
Trombone.... 10 10
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