L OAK ALYN C.E.T.8. BRESS BAND.

CThe pavish of Gwersyllt lies about 2} miles fron
Wrexhan, one of the principal towns of Noith
“Wales, and the haml was started in Augnst, 185,
prinniﬂalﬁv through the efforts of the Mirsor Trven,
of Oak #Alyn, lulics who wero always to Uhe fore
in avery good work. The band was mainly rs
tablishad for the purpase of keeping together the
young men of the gwrmyllb branch of the C.E.T S
end assisling at anything got up for the benefit of
tha parishioners.

The timber of instraments wan 13 and uneler
the tuilion of Mr. J. . Willianm, formerly of
Blackburn and Rochidale, whose expensea wero niel
by weckly subscriptiovs, the band made rapid pro-
gress, bl as Limo went on, one after another jenv-
ing, therr were somictimes half the instruments
idle, and engagemenle had to be carried ont with
nine and somelimes only soven pliyers.  Mecliug
with scavecly any support, no woiuler those who
had been in from Lhe heginning were nearly dis-
heartensd, but with true British Ylm-k. they kept
pogging awey, Gl by and by the question of
getting more instraments arose, aud starting wilh
two trombones in 1891, the increpe went on, {ill
pow there are 22, nnd hopes are entertained of
being slle shortly o raise a new sel of 2%,

During the great engl strike of 1893, the services
of Mr Willinms had to be dispensed with and the
dulies of bandmaster had {o be unidertaken by the
Seerefary, who sinea the commenrement had fa-
beured winst. assiduonsly in keeping the bhand fo-
gether, ably nssisted by the Solo Enphoninm, My
W. Jones, and several others.

In view of a eonlest, the first to he held in the
neighhourhond, outside of which the hand was

practically wnknown, the services of Mr. T. Valen-
tine, of Manchester, were secured carly in the
procent. vear, and wuder his baten the band have
simply worked wonders, as will be seen by the
appended Jist of prizes, especially considering Lho
fart thal the past season war their very first on the
certest feld.
LIST OF VEIZES WON IN 1835,
(First year of Conlesting.)

Plaee.. Date. Prize.
Helywell .. ... .. ... Febo 2Tth o Secand
Bronghton (Wrexham) March 4th .o 2 Firala
\\’olsﬁwml ......... June 13h .. ... ... 2 Firsls
Covedpocth o . L Oct. Tth ... ... ... 2 Firsls
Caergwrks ... ... ... Oct. 28th ... ... ... ... First

MR, RICITARD PHILLIPS,

BANDMABTER AND SECRETARY.

A <keivh of Uhe Hend would hardly he complelo
wilhont. mentioning (he valuable serviees roul.lvrml
hy Mr. Richard Ubillips. Mr. Phillips was ap-

inted Secretary when the bend was first started,
andd still holds that post. to the satisfaction of all
the mernbers, snd it is chicfly owing to his good
counsel  that  the hand  enjoys the sition
it now linlds ; in fret it & guesiion whether the
band weakd now ba in exisleree bul for him. Bring
of & pleasant and agroeable dispesition, Mr. 1'hil-
lips enjovs the respect of all the members and no
doubt, i« the right man in the right place.  Any
sienll diffeconces that may arise are quickly dis-
persed through his sble menagement, and il will
ot he his fanlt. if the Oak Alyn Band does not
hefore wery long hecome secmnd Lo none in the
whole of Wales.



