MOSSLEY BAND.

The town or borongh of Mossley is sitmatled 104
miles from Manchesier, and 2§ from Stalybridge,
on Lhe London and North Western Raslway, and
has a population of about 16,000, a great propor-
tion, of whom are engaged in the cotlon manv(iac-
ture

The town occupics a very unigue goographical

sition, being situnted in the du’oe counition of

[ crhshire, Cheshire and Lancashirs.

The lore of music has always been s leading
feature in Lthe oharacter of the inhabitants. The
Vocal Soclety at the present day is one of the
Jewding combinations of the North of England
ant the binss band mayr also bo clogsed among Lhe
first half-dozen banda in the counlry.

The old band was formed about the year 1650,
and obtained considerable nctoriety in ils day,
taking tho lst prize in (he first Belly Vuo contest
in 1853, In the recond yenr they eamo off without
& prize, andl in the i.hir-i yoar they teok the 3rd ui
Belle Vue, and 1st at Cougleton, The following
members of the old band are still living, vis.
Messra. James Nykes, Robt. Schofickl, W. Ficld-
ing, Wm. Taylor, Joscph Robinson, John Rhodes,
nndd Juling Sehofield.

At this time the band had Ab instroments, and
A8 the prineipal sontests were being cunducted on
Jboinstrements, the coet of changing was  too
great, and thus laid the foundation of the broak-up
of the old bund.  Many of the players found nmum-
el situations olsowhere, avd one by onn dwindied
avay, unlil there scemed no prospect of the con-
tir.ved existence of the hani.

Then again the condition of labour at this time
mwadn it very inconvenient for members to attend
practice.  Most of the mills worked till 8 o'clock at
pight and until 4 on Saturday altermoon, and this
garo little time for rehearsal

The members had morcover to rely on their own
reainrees—they had no subscriplions from  out-
sidern, and whidever money was raised by en-
gagements or br concerts wus put to the funds.
Varinas schemes were thied to keep up the finhnces,
ot whether from apathy or inahility of the towns
people they were not supporied generously
to weet Ui demands and expenses of the humd and
in 1868 the instrumenta and all the avnilable
preperty of the band were sold (o meet its liabili-
ties. . ‘ . !

A sketeh of the band would be incomplot: with-
oub sprcial yeferenen to Mr. Jumes Sykes the Eb
Bembandon player, and celebrated player em tho
bass violm. - On the Islter instrument he has made
his name well-known throughont. the kingdoni, and
hns taiken engagements for tha season at Belle Vue,
Backpool Pier, New Brighton, Harrogate, Wenl-
hall Spa, and the principal ciroures on travel. Mr.
J. Beswick, now trumbonist witl Carl Rosa Opers
Company, was one of his pupils, as well as Mr. Q.
Bcoks (ke celebrated horn player in the prisent
Maosskley B,

After tha break-up of the lind another was
fermed ot Rovghtown, a part of Mossley.  'This
was ealled the Denilds Band, atd in its day: was
suceessful in earying off the ficdt prize at Pomona,
This Lauul also suerumled, and son afler an al-
tempt was made Lo reestablish the ol hand,
which soma of the Deaids band joined, but it was
not until May, 1893, that they resimed Lheir eom-
testing comver, with Mr. G, Brooks as leader, and
Mr. A. Owen ag eondduetor,  In June, 1893, it was
decided o engage Mr Edwin Swilt. as conductor,
andl in Sept., 1893, Mr. J. F. Carler was appoinbed
Teader. The band beeumo very pepular, and sull
n ore so when Mr. Angns Iolden, the famous oor-
nettist threw in his lut with the hand, and lis
ekilful and beautiful slyle was at once & greal at-
traclion to the adhercats and supporters of tho
hand.

The committee of management is compased of w
miraber of rentlemen who are enthusiasts in tha

couse of mnsic and the best’ wellare of Lhe band,
In August, 180, they purchased Walerton
House, a Jetached msidence with 3 acres of ground
wiul the Mossley Band Club has been established
on {lw promises. ‘Tho building is singularly well
adapted for the purpose. There is a beautiful
lawn i frovt For practice in fine weather, and the
stabling and coach-bouse have been gutted, and
make a very oconvenient band-room. A bowling
grevn iy in course of construction, and this, vhen
fivished will be s great altraction and cause a
largs influx of momhar, who already number over
400. It woulll be invidious to make any distine-
tion amomg the band of aclive wrrkers, but in all.
fairmess and in acknowlodgment of their valuahle
eerviees the namies of Mr. Sam Shaw 1laigh, the
President, and Mr. J. JI. Buckloy,  the inde-
fetigablo Secretary, should not bo passsd over.
The following ia a list of prizen won by the band
during thn past threo }Nr; f ' .

~ Nanw. - - Pries. £ d.,’F
Warringben - w0 v 0 0 2d oL L B b 0
Bleckpool . ey SheLbs: 1200 B

: 1891, e Rl VA
Neorth Ashlon... .. o v vee oo Gthe,.. 8.0 "0
Southport.. .. .. divided Intand 2nd... " 13 0 © fi
Knutsford .. ... .. ... .. ..... Inl.... 5 0 C §
Belle Voo (July) ... ... ... Id.. . 1919 0 .
Feckes ooy von veivne e Ist......0 15 0 0%
Crompton .0 ... . Iat....' 16 0 3%
Belle Vue (Bep.) oo o0 o0 o EBtho 1310 0y
i e 189S, . w!
Qlovgh Malli viisiun v s Sk 3% 0 QY
(Beating Black, Dike.) . 4
Prombwion vii coi wiesae i s Wi 300 U‘;
Uppermill ... ... ... ... 1at Quicketep..... 4 2 0':
Southport ... ... ... 1st snd 2nd divided 13 0 0%
Lawtenstall . oo e o 3rd... 8 0 04
Kiugslon ... vo siv vos oor s bior 18t 25 3 070
(21 bands played.) L e
Chodderton. ,., v o oo oo o 2ndee. 12 0 00
Hedilleworth , sk and 2nd dividod...... 10 0 0
SedMfleworth ... ... . Quickstep lst...... 1100 044
Knutsford.... . — . . . ... 1st..... 16.0.0:
Dorwen .. .o v e i ces wen 0 ML 210 0!
Silverdale... ... ... ... .0 2nd...... 16 0 O-'
Blwekpool .0 .0 L0 L L 6th.... 8 0 0.
Della Vue.,.. . o e v v 0 BUhL L 2315°0-
Saddleworth..... ‘1st in Selection and ¥
| g e R Quickstep...... 18 0 0,
Sandbach. ... 1ab in  Selection an -
! ' 2id in Quickstep...... 1510 0

MR. J. F. CARTER,

BANDMASTER AND So1.0 Burnonnm,
MossL.ry BAND.

Mr. J. F. Carter was horn al Ureenfield in 1857, .
and bogan his musieal career  with  the l'lnyli
George Band wlwn he was 14 yenrs of nge. He
afterwards played the solo haritono with the Boars- .
bursh Band,nnd soon after changed this inslrument
for the euphonium, on which ho became very pro-
ficient, and his services were necured by Hesses
o'-th'-llam Band in 1883, with whom he remained
until 1891, and assisted this band very malerially
by his splendid Lone snd execution W carry off the
best prizes at the principal contests. Ho won
euphonium for the best solo at Derby, and a medal |
at Leeds for a similar performance. !

Me subsequently played with Radeliffe, and was’
then appointed lm‘~
1893, and from thia date the eonlesling career of

tha band may be saisd to begin, as he infused such '’

a spirit. of enthukinsm and cowrnge in the memioers

—

e T

[
11

»r of Mossley and in Sept., >

by his mcumple and iustruction that they applied |

themselves with vigour and deternination to mise
the atatue of the basd and to revive Lho faded
honour of their prodecessors. !



