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%" MORRISTON BAND, * -~
(ORE i3 one of the most important tin-
m&nﬁiﬁmtﬂﬁlng centres in Bouth Wales,

- Practlcally speaking, 1t Is part of

g::gaa. seelog thatb it P:in bhe ' borough of

tho sald town. ' The population of Morriston

is nearly 20,000, and the wajorlty of the in-
dustrial class are tinplate workers,

Tre MorRISTON BAND was noh originated
ab Morriston., It was founded by thelate Mr.
James Iannoy some 40 years ago, at a little

- village called | Marksbury, near Bristol. - Mr,
" Hanney,iwho: was ‘a clarfonet” player, had
several sons, who at a very éarly age showed

a strong desire for muslo, so the father, - wh o

was not In particularly good clrcumstances,

seb to work and - gob sowe- second-hand in-
. struments, which the youngsters soon  made

progress with, and in a sbort time he had a

small band sola]y fromhis own famlly.

The father arranged all the muslc for the
band, and s0.they plodded along In thelr own
style of playing for several years, getting a

ood number. of engagements at the country

glubsj &0- . ' .' 1

MMeanwhilo the boys were growing up, and
wanted to leave the old country village, and
having a few friends at Morriston they almed
for this place, and so croseed the Dristol
Chaunnel some 30 years ago.

They soon found work, and so settled at

vAlorriston, ‘'and it was not long before they

hnd a gooci share of the local engagements.

Tho peoplo seeing the band wag composed of

‘all one famlly, gave them theo name of th'('n
“Happy Famlly Band,” or “Ianney’s Gand,
and the band still goes by the above names,

Mr., James Hanney, who suffered from
shortness of breath, guve u
about tho year 1873 to his eldest son Georgo,
who still holds that position,

‘ Thero was aoother band at thls time
Morriston, and thero arose n litile joalousy
between the two bands, which lasted for
some time, but finally It was declied Inn
contest got up expressly for the two bands h’a;
1875, The test piece was “liallelujah Cherus
and the family band came off victorlous, this
being thelr firat achlevement,

The defeated band did not last long after
this, Onobyonethe members jolued Hunuey's
Band, which now being much stronger In
number competed at S-vansea, - in 1877, and
.took the first honours, the test piece on this
ocension belog “Lift up your Heads,” .

Although there has been no' proper record
kept of ‘contests attended and prizes. won
since the above event, they can certainly
Loast as being one of the best and most sue.
cessful bands in Wales,

In 1883, they attended a contest at Aberga-
venny, "The. prize was 225 and a silver
medal, The test picce was the glea. @ Queen
nf the Valley,” and a secicctlion own choice,
dorriston playing Verdi's I Lombardi.”

1he judge, the [ate Mr. Brinley silchards,
Without hesltation awarded them firss prize,
Temiatkiog that Morriston bad played like
iih organ, and that he never thought an ama-
teur band could have playedso ma, niflcently.
Numnerous instances of  this kin ‘could be

‘quited, I space would only permit, <. .

2 hie band possesses nine medals, - including
the gold medal from the Champlon Bzlle Vue
Contest, which event the band attended last
Year,obtaining fourth prizo and beatlng Black

ike and other excellent combinations,

No douht thelr success aé Bello Vuo was
an eyc-opener for some of the North of Eng-
Inndernelrs. . The fact that they altended the

h unplon contest for the first time and had
uever recelved a lesson from any professional
uraluer, other than thab of thelr respected

in

: shire,
gﬂ is sltuated thres miles to - the 'north of

**Welsh Besses,”:: This Is onlyone of themany:
‘congratulations which - they recelved alier

the leadership T

bandmaster, ' was' sufficlent to Insti?y the
Assertion that they wero on a level with some
ol the best bands’ of Lancashire and-York-
DA LRk ‘.;\;;t_‘“l.'-.:_f:'\"l"zi‘l_f Pl a1 U S
An eminent musieian and a North of Eog-
land adjudicator wrote’to them, after last
yeur's Beplember contea‘\;] as follows ; — % & !
“Allow me to congratulate You on your suc-:
cess at Bello Vue Champlon ‘contesf. . Your.
performance was a long, long way ahead of.
anything I hava hefors heard from & Welsh
band, and you are quite entitled to' assign’
Yourselves and to do 8o without flattery—the

this contest, - A PR e R QTN

These are the judge’s remarks on thelr play -
ing at Belle Vue :— "+, i A LN S

(1) Good atart cornst a1
style goed, E e 1 e S TETE i el
mli? Luphonium good. style and . phraslog, bub’ too '

: baritone good. | § S

(3) Euphoniuwm, bar7, played | B flat- instead of B.
natural.  Accowpaniments good ; ensemble very good,.
euphonium very good in cm?enza.' :

(4) Good star hcornets very good ; soprano broke “a,""
bar 52: Letter 2ud time, Styleat end of movement not'
80 good as befora. . 3 $ o i

(b) Lorns good, trombona Yery
but not 30 well in bar 16at the tr
goodg:layer. :

start good ; soprano very good. Solo Cornet very,

&iitlls oub of bune from barid |

feay.
Awi
- )

ood ; phrases well,
pleta ; otherwise a’

gomll, also in cadenza ; g exprassion ; cusemble .
goodl,

(7) Start very nice :; horns very good ;
played very nice indeed ; Bravo |

(8) Tempo good : 1st time very neat: 2nd tima Tery -
good and pn excellont . Bravo | (103 marks.) .

Tho bands are now'ugltu.blng for funds
towards the purchase of a completo set of

_movement’

i2a

Boosey's Compensating Plston ustruments,
which it Is Lo be hoped t'ue{ will soon get.
hoy have not attended a slngle contest this

scason, because the Instrumonte now {n use’
are worn out and not it for contasting, ;
As n proof of the excallence and su eriority.
of tho band, wo may say that while Fn cam
at Tenby the people were 80 - pleased wit
their Plnylng that the Corporation have en-
aaged a part of tho band for tenm weeks, in

preferonce to 43 other applicants. In conclu-

slon the vwriter frels It his duty to say that
the brothers .Gritfiths and \J Vagg's ser-
vices have beeu highly appreciatad in the

band for a namber of years.

Tho band at present 1s composed of the fol
lowlng :-— e R 5 o

Bandmaster end Conductor— Ar Q. Hangey.

Sopranc—Chas. Hinney. - ; .
8olo cornet—J.E. Hanney, . .
1st—Hy. Hapguod. Bass trombone — W. o,
Repiano—Jonthn. Hanney, = Hangey. '~ *- oo
Eb bass—J, C. Hanney.

If!n;al haw
do —E, J, Hanney.

RS

2l hota—Ik Jomes,
Zod cornet—A. Plaister,
3rd cornet—R. Lloyd. BBbD bass—S. Ianney.
Solo horn—A. Hanney, Eb clarionet — A. Buck.
st horn —J. Griffitha, . land, - - i
2nd horm—Philip Wern. Bolo clarionet — T, Grif-
Jrd hern—W. Harries. fiths,
Ist baritone—J, T. Ham Do.—O. Qriffiths, *
ney. « ., 1st clarienet —D. Cudo?.n.
20d barllons— Iy, Han- 20d clarionet—Ii). Lioyd, .
ney. Do, —D. Williams, ..~ .5 -
Solo euphonlum~F, Hanney  Bass drum—1W. Vagg.." ...
(sen.) Side drum—AI, Willlams, -
2nd euphnm—W, E. Wern, _Iﬂacrel.arrl—ﬁ. J.' Hanney,

Solo trombone—F, (. Han.' Py
ney,
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