LUTON RED CROSS BAND,

I Luton is n fown situsted in Uhe south of Bed
Yordshire, and about, thirty miles Norh of London,
‘Jwving & population of nearly 32,000 inhabitants,
Itlm greater part of whom are employed in the
fmanufactme of siraw hasts and bonneis,

the Iatter Lecauso ho was playing with tho &t.
Albana Cilty bamd. The solo baritons player was
alss unable to play awing to illness,  But here
agnin is a prool of what plack and cuthusinsm will
o ¢ they were determined to compele rs this way

© The Ned Cross Bami was catablishad i 1890,
by 14 or 1§ men who had till just previously heen
membera of the Ashton Street Mission Band, naml |
who, Anding that the ruhkes of the socicty somewhal l
retarded the progress of {he baml, severed their
commection with the Mission, and shortly nﬂ,rr—l
wards formed what s now the subject of our !
gketeh, under the dieration of Mr. Harry Cannon,
Bandmasier,  Tho band soon_began to make mlsill
progress, and other members were enrolled antil it
was made up to full contesting strength, the only
drawback being the old instraments tho band wns
equipped with.

When the band haid been fornied aboul mx
wonths and were holding Uheir first annnal socizl
gathering, it was suggesbed Lo them by a gentlemen
present that they shonkd try and get Mr. iU Ry,
of Kettering, to give them a few leguons, and the
outeome vins that Mr. Ryan was cyentuslly o
gaged, the first lesson Iwing given on the selection
“Linda i Chamomi.”

The hand made their first sppearance on he
cortesl. stages at Ayleshury, taly 9th, 1891, (test
sicce, “Nohemian  Qird™), conducted by Mr. 1L
tyan, but the rosult. wis nil, belng severely handi

enpped Dy their old instruments. They therefarm
deciddd {0 get & new aet bofore attempling any
mere contesting nnd (o this end they set then -
selves to work with & will, m much no that Tw
July, 1892, they had a complete set of Messrs,
Bereon and Co'n. Ard-class  instroments. 1o -
pver, oA the aeason wes 8o [ar advaneed they die
pided nol to compete al ahy contedumtil the ned
‘Car.
3 At the end of 1892, Mr. W. Goeolger, of Sheffield,
was engaged as conductor for the COMINE senmn,
ancl the baml attended their firsd emtest at Roth
well, in May, 183, with their new instrumenls,
teet-pices. “Joun of Are”  There were two special
rizes offored in addition to others for bands who
w | never won & prize, and the fted Cross won the
first prize, being placed next in orler of meril. Lo
the prize-winners proper, thereby ilefeating the
Burton Lalimer Prize Band and othwell Alhion.
This sneerss had a marked effeet, mid they decided
to engnge Mr. J. Gladaey for a lesson or Lwo, with
tho resull thal they attended Hree ulher contests
during the acacon, wirming two firsi prizes amd ane
frnrth,

AL the commencement of 1839, Mr. J. T,
Ogiden, of  Manchesier, the famons soprano of
Kirngeton Mills Bawd, was engnged Tor a period of
three years as folo cornet and conduetor, amd an-
dee his enreful tuition the band continued to make
splenddid headway, grining & prize at every oo
tost they attended, although opposed by the hest
Midland handa.

Their popularity now seems to have been [nirly
ertablishnad, for engazements came rolling in snd
the funidg inereased so satidactorily that lju-y wore
able to clear off the debt on the dnstrments, and
it was docided to hare them silvesplated and sn-
graved, Lhe order being entrusted to the makors
F. Besson and Co.

During the preesent yvear, 1895 the hand bl
gome unfortanate drawhacks, perhaps the wordt
being the lnas of their enphonivm pﬂu‘er. Mr. N
Dutcher (& remarkably fine perfonmer on thatl in
strument), who joined the Southampton I'ofie
Forer, amid as he only left just as {he reyson eon-
petecd, they had o play at theiv first contost,
withoul a enphoninm, Tmt ptill they sueeceded in
wipning first prize out of fen compelitors,

Their next conlest, wes at the A grivaltural Viall,
Tondon, mul here they were handienpped worse
gill, Mr.Ogden and Mr.Cainnon nol being allowed

to play, Lhe former beeansn lie was conddueting anil

keoked upon s Lhe Southern Chasnpionship, awd
their efforts were rewarded will first prize, the
judges, Messrs. Kiofert and Cope, remarking Hint
on the day's plaving ticy were equal to any of the
hanta playing the week provious, with the exerp
ticn of the first three,

There cre two poinfs in connection with Lheie
centesting caroor, (hat the membera 120l prowd of.
With the exeoption of their first contest, when
their instruments were not at all fit for contesting,
they have never compoted without hwing i the
prizes, ol what ia far better,thay have never had
a Fad “remnck” for tune and ntomation,

The bhand have to depend entirely upon the
public for support, and last yeor thaoir halanae-
sheot showad an ineome of over £330, withoug
eonpngements, which were consideraily over £1C0
mere, 1t will therefere bo seen that the Lalon
publie are not slow in ghowing Lheir appresialion
of good musio.  The present yeur, howaver, s e

ns (‘Il“:‘lfl'llll'!ll! are eoncerned, is by far Lho Lest
yeb, anid everywhers they have given the ygreatest
walisfaction

In eonclusion, they are ever ready to lemd a
Lelping hand where nended, and Lhis undonbbedly
has had much to do with their popularity.  They
are just scttling down bo practico, wnder tuir
talet:ted condnetor Mr, Ogden, and with an orva-
siemal leswsn from the (LOM, of the Brass Band
World infond not only to maintain their posilion
aa Champions of the South, bul tu prove Llvrm-
aclves ono of the best bands in the eonnltry.

MIL ). T. OGDEN, v F e
Conpuctonr, LutoNn Rrn Cross BAND.

Mr. Oglen, the lain famous soprano player of,
King=ton Mills Ihmf. 1w oA npbive of Ilmlrﬁ'nl'l'v. el
was born in 1859 Fie first joined the Mounl Gion
Werks Band when be was ten years of age, be-,
gimning with the (snor horm.  We pext And m
m the Radelife Good Templnr Band, in which
e soott beame famous as & solo horn player. It
waa quite evident from his rapid suececss that he
was qun'ified for a more important prsition in the
han:d, awl he was Yherefore indueed to take fhe
gopeann, on which instrument he made Tor hins-
wolf & great name and also won a large number of
prizes. He was engaged by Kingaton Mille Dand in
187, s played for them abont four years anl
during that period was pronownced the best s
prann player in Fnglond, and even Lhis flatlering
deseription of his abilities was nol paying too much
jfor he was noeomplete master of Hut diffienll, ms
strument, his bone, taste, aned powrers of exresdion
being must. remarkable.

Mr. Ugien came to Luton abont 2 years ngo ns
cenductor and sole cornet of the ahove Bamld, and
in that position he has been very suecessiul, seenr-
ing seveml mmlals, hoth gold and silver, and hins
aneeceded in winning with his band the Champion-
ship of ihe South of England.  Mr, Ogdden is helild
in the highest respect by the wembera of the
hand, and any bamt being desiros of coming to
the front and wanling a eonductor could nat o
better than engage Mr. Ogden.

MIL HARRY CANNON,
BanomMasTER, LutoNn RED CRoss MAND.

Mr. Harry Cannon was born at Cirendon, Bucks
andd i« now in his thirtieth year. At the age of 15
hes removed to Luton, and  shortly alteraarda
joined the Volunteer as bugler.  Later he took to
the eornet, andd joined the Ashton Streel Mission
Band, il was =pon promotedd o Solo Cornet, sl
hele thint. position for 3 vears, when he was ap
peinted handmaster, and ander his direction the



