KIRKCALDY TRADES BRASS BAND,
THE PREMIER BAND OF SCOTLAND

Kirkealdy, tho birthplace of Adam Smith,
author of **The Woealth of Natlons” (1755), Is
the largest town In [ifeshire, Scotland.
It is famed for many ithings, but principally
I?r its floorcloth and its Band, at the present
timeo.

The Kirkealdy Trades Brass Dand was
established in 1873, twenty vears ago. Ab
that timo the Artillery Volunteers had what
was acknowledged to be the bestband in Fife,
and on one occasion, from what we can
learn, that band got anengagement to play at
some demonstration, but the oflicers refused
Lo allow the wen to go. Nothing lotb, how-
ever, the band went, in spite of the oflicers,
orders, the result being that the men were
dismissed from the Volunteer service, and of
courso they had to hand in the instruments
&c.. as they were government property.

The publio were, as might be expected,
down on the Volunteers, and amotion was set
en foot for the purpese of starting a Town
Band. Some of the more enthusiastic took
the matter in band, and In a very short time
suflicient funds were got for starting the
new band.

From what we can learn {rom old members
theband came tobe in great demand ab
markets, and other engagements, and by and
b{ came to be as good a band as it was In the
oid artillery days.

Our acquaintance with the band com-
menced in 1883, At #hat time it was just
like most of the other Scotch bands, number-
ing from 16 Lo 18 perforwmers, bub Wwas con-
sidered one of the best bands in the county.
In 1884 an idea took possession of the mem-
bers that they would like to enter the con-
teat held at \WWemyss in Angust of that vear,

Tho services of Mr., H. Connel, their old
teacher in the palmy days, were procured,
and so0 well did he manage matters, that they
went and took third prize,in the Fife Contest.
That, I belleve, wus thelr {irst appearance on
the contest stage.

On Ma‘{ 30th, 1885, a great open contest was
held at Alloa, and {lve of the best bands in
England came rlown, including Besses-o’-th'
Barn, &c. Kirkecaldy Trades had the courago
to enter, and had good hopes of getting a
prize. YWhen the day of Ltho contest arrived,
the band went to Alloa, butio and behold,
when they heard some of their English
friends play up the street, nll the
life seemed to go out of them.
This was a kind of playing they bhad never
heard before. I shall never forge® that day
to the end of my life. Suflice it to say that
the Epnglish bands took all vhe prizes away
with them. Rut they left something behind,
They leit a spark of flame that has not died
out in the hearts of the Kirkcaldy men yet.
And they set themselves to work accordingly.

The history of the band for the next five
l1;9.::\.1.'3, will not interest my rcaders. They

ad a very up-and-down carcer during that
time and attended a few contests and gained

a few prizes, but up to 1890 nothing of very
great importance was done.

In the spring of 1890 the band was at 4
very low e¢bb indeed, having no regular
teacher. A contest was advertised to take
slace ab Wemyss in August, open to Fife

pds, A few of the nki5 hands were asked
to vome back, and a band of 16 performers
was scratched up, and to Wemyss they went
and divided Jid and 4th prizes with another
band. The most galling thing about it was,
that “Dunikier Band,” snother Kirkcaldy
Band, got the second prize. This set the men
on ¢dge, thoy knew they had soeme goed

players amongst them, and they made a bold
stroka to re.adjust matiters.

A contest (open to Scotland) was adver.
tised to take place at Dunfermline In Septem.
ber, just a month after Wemyss, and a meet-
ing was called wilh--the result that. Mr,
Richard Marsden, of Alloa, was cngaged to
glve the band some lessons. A

They had flve lessons from him, and went
to the contestwith 2{};Ecrformcrs and got third
prize. That is niwnysiooked upon as one of
the higgest feats they have accomplished,

During the winter of 1890-91, several new
fnatruments were added to the band, with
Dlr. Diavsden siill teachiog them, and the
Baud was now placed on a proper contesting
footing with 24 performers,

The first contest in 1891 was held at Sel-
Lkirk, nnd here they took second prize, beat.
ing for the first time the famed Alloa Band.

Things were looking up indeed, but 'lo, at’
Boness, a fortnight after, Mr. Hames, of Not-
tingham, put them down to fifth place, and
this cast a gloom over the band for aday or
two. ; !

1lard praclice was now the “‘password,” and
a fortnight after thatagain, at Alloa the band
were awarded first prize, £26, open to Scot-
land. Since that.time the history of the band
has been one of continued success. &

Liko other bands they have had to take a
back seat occasionaliy, bui no judge has
dared to put themout of the prize list at any
contest which they have attended under Ar,
Marsden, either open to Scotland or open to
tho United I{ingdom. No other contestlng
band In Scotland can say the same. ;. = w. -

In Semtember, 1890, dr. Marsden flrst con-
ducted the baud at a contest, and. on 23rd
September, 1893 the last contest for this sea-
son, ho also conducted. Duriug Lnese threo
years, under his baton, they have won prizes
to the value of £411 10}-.

The name oi the Kirkcaldy Band Is now a
household word throughout Scotland, and
they get some splendid engagements, Where-
ever tiey 2o they always meet with a hearty
receplion from nll classes, and thelr fine play-
ing atiracis thousands of people.

To all bands who are struggling to get to
the front, I say, take a pattern from ICirk-
caldy, for it Is only by hard work that they
have achleved tbels groab success. Theyhave
nevar been in n position to pay for players
like some bands, but have had to work with
the material they had.' ™ - B

We cannot close this sketeh witheut re-
verting to the death of their esteemed presi-'
dent, which toek place a few months ago :(—
Dr. J. M. Campbell, thelate honorary Presi-
dent, was the very life of the band, Tew
men in Scotland took such an interest in
brass band music as he did, and any difliculty |
which arose was always submitted to him, |
and he invariably brought things to a sue-
cessful issue. When he took his Inst fllness
it was feared by many that he would not re-
cover, 1lis medical adviscrs sent him vut to
Colorado Springs to try. if the bracing air
would help bim, but alas, ho is gome, L
kindly smile has for ever departed.

The night before Dr. Campbell toolk hi
departure for America, the band, under Mr
Marsden, went to his residence, and played ¢
few pieces. Unable to restrain himself, hi
tried to make a. shorp speech,.but; was to
much overcome.  Ile, however, bade them at
affectionate furewell, his last words to th
band he lovedso well being, *Men, I ma:
never sce you again, Good night and Go
bless you all." ! e E

The Solo players, oné exceplion
been trained in the band from boyhood.

The soprano player, John Ciark, is ar
Englishman, and belongs to Statfurdshire,anc
in following his calliug as a pottery worker
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- best solo cornet plnﬁersin Scotland.
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5 E}: sixteenth year.

EIRECALDY TRADES BRASS BDAND.

i to Scotland some 13 years ago.

i“}ﬁ%& many {fm In the famous Alloa Band,

‘.-%ur. came t0 Kirkcaldy some two years ago.
Ho has always been looked upon as the best

Iuo rano player in Scotland, and in proof of

‘th?s he won the'sllver medal for the best

! soprano &t Alloa contess In 1892, and also tovk
tho same honour at the same contest this
Jyear.

" The solo cornet (and bandmaster) John
Ii:alssell. fs o mnative of Klirkcaldy, He has
stuck tothe band in all its ups and downs
for over 12 years, He was never a member of
“any other band, and there Is no doubt that
the t success of his band is more due to

‘$im than an other.dHa fs of & ei:lulet. oblig-
y disposition,- and no man is more re-
i;’:ctedpl‘:; the bandsmen than Mr. Russell.
Iie is moreover considered to be cne of the

Ab Alloa |
contest he won the plated ccrnet, valuo
11 guineas, presented by Boosey asd o, for
the best cornet player in ibe contest. Thut
was in May of the preseni year.

" "he sub-conductor, Harry Peckham, is also

~a Kirkcaldy mnn.anﬂ he and Mr. Russellhava
played together for over 10 years.He is a zood
ilrst cormet player, and always very anxicas
to have things done right in the way of dril-
ling the band. )

T'he solo horn player, Gecrge Morrison, I8 u
mative of Kirrlemuir, Forfarshire, orv: has
never been in any other band. ile starvted to

y the horn at the age of ten, and is now in
e i¢ looked upon as
'ono of the best horn players in Scotland. At

He

++ Arbroath contest this year, he won the silver

+ also Kirkealdy man.

N
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The solo baritone, Harry Shiels, is a Kirk-
waldy man, and has never played inany other
contesting band. He Isn splendid performer,
and he won the sllver medal as the best barl-
_tone player at Musselburgh contestthis year.
' The solo trombona player, Willie Morrison
is o brother of the horn player, and he also
started to plaﬁ the horn at 10 years of age, in
this band, He played solo horn fora few
years, but was put on to tho trombone In
1890, He Is a really good player, and won the
trombone, wvalue 7 gulneas, preseated b
Messrs. F. Besson and Co., at Musselburg
contest this year. _

}1'The solo cuphoniumist, David Briggs, is
He started to pi.y the
Eb Bass, when quite a Ind, some five years

25/, for the best horn player in

former ho has few equals, and can always be
depended on, especially on the contest stand,
Iic bas been rather uniucky in one respect as
there has not been a special prize for the
euphonium, !n Scotland, since he started, so
that he has not had the same vhance as the
others to prove his abllity.

Below we present an account of the band's
contesting records for 1893,the prizes amount-
ing in value to £199/5/-. This is by far the
greatest value In prizes won in one sepsen by
any Scoteh band, During the three years
of the International Champion Contest ab
Kirkealdy thisis the only Scotch band that
has taken a prize, thus proving the Kirk-
caldy Trades Band to have been the Cham-
pion Brass Band of Scotland for the last
three years in succession.

It mny be said inconclusion that the best
of feeling hias always prevalled between DMr,
Marsden and the band., In all his connec-
tions with the band, he bas proved himself to
te r, gentleman, and the members have
always ticaled Lim as such. When hé came
to Kirkcaldy he found a lot of young lads,
and he made a band of them that isa credit
both to him and to Scolland. Long may
they all bespared tondvance tke causs o
good music amongst their fellow men.

In tho Public Park of Kirkcaldy on Sunday
evenings,during the summer,may be heard the
straing of Iandel’s grand chorus “Iallelujah”
and other sacred pieces, played by the Trades
Dand, the only town In Scotland where a
orass band performs on the Sabbath. And
the thousands that come to hear them say
*\We are proud to have such a band,” and to
all other bauds, I would say, In conclusion,
“Go thou and do likewise.”

~ VIGILANDO MUNIO.

The foldowing Is a llst of the members of
ths band i—

Conductor, AMr, &, Maraden :
TAN0 swseunads Olark 2nd Horn., e 0. Guon
Suio Gurnet vu....d. Hunseil 1sb Baritons,,......A. Shisis

18t |, seee il Peckham 20d sssssnsens L Panl
138 1y weess A M'Lean Solo Euphonium...0. Brigge -
Ilagitno wesensss P, Hesford 2nd " «s W Olacka -
2nd , « J. Rankine 1st Trombone W, Morrison |
Jrd ,, . G. Methven 2nd " H, Roberison
1at Fluge G.Forrestor Dass ,  J, Bomaldsom
Yol «..0. Simpson Eb Bass ,...... J. Forreatar
- . B —— M, Forresler v seeennendd. Honderson |
Sole Xorn .....0. Morrison BB Monster .....W. Young
I8 g sasese D. Morrison " sesesenes D. Xoung .

[N.B.—We should have liked to have given
o portrait or two along with the above sketch

ago and showed such ability that he was Eut. but, with true Scotch modesty, the Kirkcaldy
on to the . euphonium in 18%). Mo too has men are loth to present thelr feaburea to the
acver played in any other band.” As 'a per- bras band world®*—EDITOR.]
PRIZES WON BY KIRECALDY BAND IN 1893,
DATE. CONTEST. PRIZE. JUDGE. £, 8 de
May 6th. Jedburgh. 1st. A. R. Seddon, 20 0
s 13th, Boness. divide 1st and 2nd wich .
= Alloa. A. R. Seddon, 18 10 0
s 2Tth, Alloa. 1st. J. Sidney Jones, 2 0 0
T Also Cornet and Medal. 11 11 o
June 3xd, Clydebank. Ird. Howard Lees. 10 ¢ ©
P 4 Musseiburgh, Znd. Thos. Valentine, 10 0 @
i A s - Also Trombone and
BRI Medal. 8 8 0
July 20th, Linlithﬁ:w. 2nd, John Gladney 15 0 0
Aug, 5th. Axbroa 1st. 1. Stead. 20 0 0
Ay el s w o o Also Cornet and Medal. . ... 12 16.'Q
"4 19th, - * The Great International Contest open to Great Britain, = A
o pe W0 4th., IR, Stead. 15 0 0
Sept, 2nd, Polment, 2nd, . T. Do Bawale, 10 ¢ ©
»w Bth, Uddiogston, 3rd, A, K. Seddon, 8 0 0
) . Costbridge. 1st. S. Suckley. 20 0 0
Toml'l.“li. ﬁm 5 0



