' KETTERING TOWN BAND,

the second prize.- From
1885 to 1890 the band attended 16 contests
with” the following - results :—4-firsts,” 3
seconds, 5 thirds, and 1 fourth, - In the; earlys, .’
part of 1880 Mr. John Gladney was engaged'
io  Iostruct  the band and from thab
time to the present they bave beon very
successful. In 1890 the band attended:
5 contests with the followin results @
—4+firsts, 1 third, and 1 fifth, total £87. The
next year showed still further improvement,
the band attending 17 contests and galning
14 firsts and 3 seconds, ilncludlng 24 Silver,
Madals at Gretton), making n grand total of
£187/3/- lor the season. Lnst year, 1552, was
an ever memorable year In the band’s history,
attending 23 contests, which resulted In 11:
firsts, 10 scconds, 1 third, and once unplaced,
at the Old America Contest at Manchester,
the band, howover, being only 4 points below
the famous Besses-o'-th'-Barn Band at that
contest. Total wvalue for that year (1892)
£231/6)-, including the Champlen Gold Meda
for England and Wales, presented by Siivanl
and Smith, Instrument manufacturers, Lon-
don, for the band totalling the highest num-
ber of points for the whole season’s contest.
The result was—EKettering Town 1st with 120,
points ; Kingston DMills 2nd with 111 points 3,
and Beeses-o'-th-Barn 3rd with 110 points,
Ues'des this, the band at present holds the
Champion County Challenge Cup, value 3.
gulneas, competed for at Stanwlck, In!August "

. KETrERING TDWHBAND' 1892, and the following are the Judge's remnrks

Kettering Is a very Important little town of on the playlog of the band at that contest. !

Cont-eali, securln

. A

" about " 20,000 inhabitants situated in" North-*

. Band,the following gentlemen being nmongst’;
'the founders :—Mr. W." Smith," ILg Fowkes,"

*'about 8 miles away.  There -are also to

amptonshire, being about 75 miles morth of
T.ondon, and 14 mlles N.E. of Northampton,
and !s on the Midiandanalia-line from Lendon
to Derby. Eettering lles almost in'the ceniro
of a very largo shee Indusiry, supplying
‘boots and shoes to all parts of the world.
25 years ago Ketterlng was quite a village,
.with only two or three boof factories, but
now there are upwards of 60 of them, ap-
parently dolng good business, Some manu-
iacturers turn out from 8 to. 10 thousand
pairs per week. Indeed a more thriving and
'go-a-head town would be hard to find.

The nelghbourhood of Kettering abounds
,with places of historical rendiwn, the mos
;notab balni; the trlangular lodge, near
;Rushton Hall, about 3 miles from Kettering,
iwhere the ' notorlous Guy Fawkes and his
.companions hatched their necfariouy plot to
iblow up the Kinog and Pariiamenj. The placc
jwhere the terrible Battle of Naseby Ficki was
fought on June 14th, 1645, is situated onll)y

e
seen inacrygb under the church at Roth-
well Saboul'. miles asvay) the skulls and
remains of (it is supposed)at least 60,000 men,
'Mrom marks on the skulls, &c., it is conjce-
tured that many of them are the remains of
men who fell in the above battle. They
wero discovered by a grave-digger, who was
digging a grave in one of the aisles.

Alter this brief description of the neigbour-
hood we now come to our subject proper. '

The Kettering Town Band was originally
started by some workmen at Stanley’s DBoot
and Shoo Works on October- 8th, 1872, and’
went for some time in the name of the Albert

&

es
Mr.'Bishop, Mr. W. Tafls, ' (the" last" named
having retained his membership "up to  the-
Sresent. day), Mr. W, Hammond' being the
rat Bandmaster. The band made fair pro-
gress up to 1885, having a goodly number of
)eNRARements, &C., and being looked on A5 _a
‘good band Im this district (for that time.) In
885 the band started contesting, having
engaged Mr. Randolph Ryan, of Farnworth,to
annduct them and went to ilushden Septet

STANWICK, AUG. "201m,” 1892.—1sT PRIZE'
AND COUNTY CHALLENGE CUP.

(3SEVEN DANDS COMPETED.)

Kxrrering Town,—Conductor, J, Giadney.
Selection,*Stiffello,"—Attack in opening bars
splendid, sustaining powers very good all
round, intonation ver{lp;ood; soloi,st.s played
with plenty of warmth, accompaniments well
kept under, and band very precise, soprano
excellent, trombone fine tone, and stands out
properly, playing very Intelligently, marks
wrell looked afier, 7 very smari, {rombones
fine, also cornets, basses, and the rest ; horn
solo oxcellent, and proper meaning displayed,
attack very good. Next—soloists good, trom-
bones in cres. very rich, sustained notes very
grand, bass solo well delivered, cornets very
good, trombone solo’ gtood out well, accom-

animents very good, light andshade well’
iooked after, euphonium Bolo very artistle,
accompaniments In proper  timg snd
not overdone, soprano stood out. wel],
cadenza - rather . unartistio: flrst . part,
Eood tone, closing bhars excellent, trom-

one again well to the fore, accom-
paniments well kept under, and plays lika
one, quick movement very fine. Organ move-
ment—DBasses played with a oneness that
was charming, everything dove-lalled in tc a
nicety, and balance could not have been ixt-.
ter, trombones come in with lovely tone, a?.t;
brighten up the movement very grand, dls-
cords held very well till they righted them.'
selves, very often these aro given way to, In
this case excellent, exphonlum 'solo very ar-;
fistic, sustaining well, and very s*rmpatlmt.io.
soprano again a treat, playing 'the obligate
with wonderful clearness, trombones In_cres-|
cendo , 2 splendidly:i:built’* up, % dlm, " = vot]r“--
good In every respect, band in excellent tuae.,
sustalning last: chords properly.': Allegro—
LEuphonium and cornet in cadenza very good,
band excellent, and very smart playing with
plenty of command, basses, trombones, uud
others played very flne, and gave an artistia
rendering of the selectlon all through.—,
Judges :«Mr, IR, Stead (ITuddersflold); Mr.,
i'!. J;}\ckson (Leeds) ; Mr, G. Hames (Notting-
), : -
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The band has also won several medals for
best soloists,

~++The following was the composition of the

band for that most successful scasvn of
892 :— : '
Conductor—Mr. Randolph Ryan.
b Solo cornets—R. 1Ryan, II. Ficken,— De-
anke,
Repiano cornets—\W. East and II. Arber,
Second cornets—II. Slow and W. Soasby.

Third cornet—C. Winstone,®

Tenors—G. Spriggs, solo ; T. Barlow, 2nd ;
H. Robinson, 3rd.

Baritones—I1st, A.L. Ambler ; 2nd, T. Blum-
son.

Euphoniums—solo, S. Roughton ; 2ad, W.
Tafls.

Trombones—I1st, A. TFalkner ; 2nd, A.
Torner; bass, I. Panter.

s Kb Basses—\V. Cherry and C. Bruxby.

BBb Basses—A. Cherry and S. Manning,
Drum—J. Parkinson.
One of those principally entitled to credit is

" the Iate bandmaster, Mr. Warren East,whoseo

ortrait and sketch appear in this issue.

his gentleman deserves special word of men-
tion with regard to the band. ¥He has been
identificd with it almost since its commence-
ment, working for it heart and soul. Ile was
bandmaster for upwards of 10 years, and the
members of the band sinceraly regretted his
severing bis connection with it. It must be
& source of great pleasure and gratification to
him to know that he has been so instfumen-
tal in its success,

On Mr. IEsst's retirement from the band
last year, Mr. G. Spriggs was unanimously
elected to fill the vacancy. The present
officers of the Band are—DProfessional tutor,
J. Gladney, Esq., Manchester ; Conductor, R.
Ryan ; President, 1I. F. Ilenson, Esq. ; com-
mittee. C. Bmxbr, C. Winstone, ¥. Panter,
T. Barlow, and H. Ficken, with S Roughton,
58, Queen-sireet, ettering, as hon. sec.

The Band are very greatly indebted to the
public of Kettering (principally comprised of
working men) for the handsome way Inwhich
they have recognised the efforis of the band,
and for the Interest they take in the playing
of its members. It would do some of your
readers good to sec some of the magnificent
receptions the band have had {at all hours of
the night) on returning from some of the
most vietorious contests. z

August, 1892, was also a very eventfulmonth
for it was then the honorary members held
their first general meeting with theone object
—to find'ways and means to get more money
for the working ot the band, and the follow-
ing gentlemen who were unanimously
elected a8 o committee to work out the object
have given very valuable aid in every work
the band bave undertaken since that time :
—President, . I’. Henson, Esq.; Mr. Geo.
Chater, vice do. ; H. Buckby, hon. sec. ; J. P,
Toseland, treasurer ; and Messrs. G. H. Win-
stone, S. Church, W. Cherry, sen., W. Good-
man, A. Parrish, J. Carter, and A. Hullett,
Thesc gontlemen have diylded the town in
districta, and collect all the honorary mem-

. bers' subscriptions themselves, which is nao

small matter, for . the honorary members

" dumber ' some ' hundreds,” '’ (L. might - say :
11 -they have increased by 3 or 4 times since - the’ *Kettering expects every man t.hls,?day.xwlli':}
words have been almosy =

committes’ commenced thelr efforts), 'some
paying annual subscriptions up te oncguineas,
some pa¥ing monihly, and somae weelrly
down {o 1d. per week. The commitico alse
do the major part of the working of any con-
corts, &c., &c., got up by the band, and keep
n separate banking sccount in their name,
having ‘a volce in all band busingss, and
Knowing hew thelr money is spent. '

"The band are also greatly indebted to thelr
Presldent (II. ¥. Ilenson, Esq.), for kindly

placing his yard and a good band-ﬁﬁand at the i

disposal of its members for practloa. .
:«.The band have aiso’ ordered' and just'
celved a full set of sllver-plated lnatrume;?l
(gson}?cnaatlng) from Messrs. Boosey and Co., "
e
and having booked a goodl
gagements and contests (including Belle Vue
for the first t.imcl.
assistance ofJ.Gladney,Esa.,and Mr. R.Ryan,
to render a good account of their this ycar's
worlk at the closo of the season.

The following
of the Band :—
Soprano —H, Hulett, '

Solo Cornets—R. Ryan, F. Miller, and IH..
Ficken. Repiano Cornet—I7, Tafls, i
2nd Cornet—T. Chambers,

Srd Cornets—C. Winstone and I, Coltman.,

__1st Flugel Horn—II. Arber; 20d Flugel
Horn—II. Slow. :

Tenor Horns—Solo, I'. Evans ; 1st Tenor
Horn—G. Sprigas ; 2uad Tenor Iorn—
low ; 3rd Tenor Horn—II. Robinson.

1st Baritone—A. Ambler ; 2ud Baritone—
W. Taffs.

Solo Euphonium — 1V,
Euphonium—S. Roughton.
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- Il.

|

gent-street, London, at a cost of £450,

number of en-|

Reynolds ; 2ud

hope, with the invaluable
Is the present organisation .

!

T B:r.r-l _ '

1st Trombone—A. "nIkncr;?nd_Trombonﬁ' A

—E. Pollard.

Bass Trombones — F. Panter and G,
Richardson,

.. Eb Basses—W. Cherry and C.
b Bass—S. Manning.
BBb—A. Cherry..

MR. RANDOLPH RYAN,

CONDUCTOR AND SOLO CORNET.

D
r

KETITERING TOWN BAND.

Mr, Ryan was bLorn at Farnsworth, near’

Bolton, and is 29 years of agn.
to Kettering 10 years ago,
Bank Banud, to the first band contest held at
Kettering. Ilo was engaged by the ISetter.
ing Rifle Band to play with them, after hear-
Ing him on the soprano at the contest, and
they were not long in finding out that My,
Ryan was a young man of great promisec as a
musician, and he quickly made his mark in’
the town and district by his splendid playing.
He did not, however, stnﬁ long with the Rifle
Band, but transferred his services to the
Town Band., As a 'band teacher and. con-
ductor, Mr. Ryan has no equal inthe Mid-
lands,
Town

_ Ile Hrst camo
with the Irwell

Band was in a very poor state when

Bruxby, . .

Drum—J. Parkinson, .

and but few .in the country, .The

Mr. RRyan commenced with them, but he has ' -

by his extraordinary ability and perseverance
made it the Champion Baod of the Midlands,
During the past,3 years under his tuition

the band has won more prizes than any other

band in England. As a soloist MAr, Ryan {s -

exceptionally good, and as a conductor hg
has the men well under control,
but not severe

“he has won his greatest laurels. When other |

being firm |
[ and he has won golden.
opinions from all who have come in contach -
with him. But.it is on the contest fleld that '

bands have had their professional conductors . .

.with;them, ' Mr.: R
men with Nelson's ever-memorable words,.

‘do his duty,” and his
magical in effect, -
It was Mr. Ryan's ambition

some ycnrﬁ ago

to qualify as a contest judge, and his am-
‘bition has since been gratifled. Last year hae |
udgo the great band contest :

was engaged to
at Bo'ness, in Scotland, also a contest in
Whales, and at present to judge a contest on
the 13th of May at Ashby-de-la-Zouch.

‘account of other engagements,

yan has. encouraged' hig’

He has
been obliged to refuse scveral offers on




