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GAINSBORDUGH - BRITANNIA BAND.

.}- Galnsborough Is & small market town sit-
. fated on tho east side of the River Trent,
"hnvln%'-n-‘: opulation of about 15,000. The
“majority of the working class ore'employed
s by: biessrs. =t Marshall, Sons & Co., of tho
Britannia Ironworks, who flnd employment
for upwards of 2,500 men in their business
as  ‘enginecrs,” millwrights, and machine
. The Galnsboro’ Britannia Band was formed
“at tho above works (as_its name -implies) in
1878, by Messrs. John F. Cook and J. Vickers.
‘Ab lirst the band only numberod some 8 or 9
members, but as the Britannia firm increased
in trade so did the band increase in strength,
‘until it reached 15 in number, which was con-
sidered at thabtlmen laraeiand for Gainsbora’
| As:time+went on,” urther additions were
the band could muster 24
performers, ..\
- It was in this year that the band made their
..debut oni'the contest stage, at Droylsden,

- under the conductorship of Mr. James Crab-

tree, in whose hands the band had made great
improvements.© They failed, however, to score
against the Yorkshire and Lancashire combi-

' ‘natlons,; but nothing danuted, they settled

down to steady practice, determined to, il

sossible, ralse Lhemseives to the titlie of a
‘prize” band.

“YWith this worthy object in vlew, Mr.Dugh
Whitham, of Cleckhenton, was cagaged as
_coaductor, and under, the care of that gentle-
“man, the band made remarkable progress. At
the time Mr.Whitham took the band in hand
they were playing on a lot of very lndifferent
s,and acting on the advice of their

conductor, tﬁe}bnndsuaon began to agitato
for o' new sct. ' ~Accordingly a_subscription
list was opened, which was handsomely pat-
ds and suppor-
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Besson's Prototype Instruments were cven
tually obtained.
. With the ndvent of these much-needed in-
struments a great improvement was notlce-
able, and by diligent practice and by paying
strict attention to their talented conductor,
who was ably seconded by their bandmaster,
br. Thomas Fox. the band advanced wilh
rapid strides. During Mr. Whitham's term
‘of conductorship they won upwards of £100,
‘which fact speaks volumes for the abilities of
‘their diligent conductor, when we consider
_the raw material with which he commenced.
Having so many engagements nearer homo
Mr. Whitham #was at lecgth compelled Lo
give up his position, the result bLeing that
for a while the band gave upcontesting.
a1 After n brief period of inactivity, howerver,
the band once more came forward,] and with
the help of Mossrs. Marshall and the work-
men (who are staunch supportersof the band)
they' engaged ' Mr. Samuel Schoticld, of
<Middleton, near Manchéster, as their teacher
and .bandmaster, » promising young
- man, fall of music, like most of the *Lankies.
Under.the baton of Mr. Schofleld the band
“continued to make headway, winning many
ipiizes, and fully maintaining thelr position
.03/ champion. band . ot Lincolushire. : Some
atime agoy Mr. Edwin Swilt, was. engnged as
prolessional teacher, and as a natural result
very marked progress has beea made.
~*The present scason has been tho most suc-
<cssful in the whole history of the band. They
-have taken several [irst prizes tbls year,
{mtnhly at Wisbech (where theoy beat Ketter-
ing «Town) Blankney, and Handsworth
Woodhouse, " During their] carcer they have
r taken 13 firsts, O seconds, 5 thirds, 5 fourths,
and 2 fifth priges, the total value exceedlng
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very

£250, 8 rcc‘ord which any band might well he
proud to show. . . -
Tho people of Galnsboro’are, it I8 needless
to say, very proud of the Britannia Band, and
thelr movements und transactions are fol-
lowed eagerly by hundreds of thelr fellow-
townsinen, who aro perhaps as delighted as
tho bandsmen tnemselves when the  *‘ cld
band " wins a prize. : - :
The Britannia Iland Is far and away the
best In tho county, and if It but continues to
practise and persevere In the future as in the
ast the title of ** Champion Band of tho Mid-
ands” appcars no unreasonable ‘ambition.
Indecd at the present rate of progress we may
ere long expect to sce the band ono of the
finest in the kingdom and not afruid of mect-
Ing the Northern *‘cracks.”
Defore we cenciude this brief history wo
must not forget to mention that all the mem-
bers of the baud are employed In Dlessrs.
Marshull's works. One of tho original foun-
ders of the baund, Mr. Joha F. Cook, is stili
Elnying with them, while several others have
een in the band for many years.

" 'I'h]c following isa list of the members of tho
mand —

Soprano—I. Smith.j

Solo Cornet—5. Schofleld.

2nd Barntone—LI, Cornock.
Solo Euplicnium—F. Tan-

Do. J. Hubbard. kand.
Do. A. Belcher. 2ad Euphonium—C, Craw-
1st Flugel Horn—dJd. Cook. somn,

Solv Trumbone—J. Mason.
2nd 1romnboae — V. Py-

Zapiano —E. Limmer.
2nd Cornet—E. llobinson,

Do. II. Jackson. cock.
Jrd Cornet—J. Brewin. Bass Trombone — K.
Do. W. Lawmbert, Price. . )
+ Solo Horn—C. Creaser.” '~ Eb Bays—I1.'Staniland.
1st ITorn—II. Cockson. Do. 1. Blyth.
2nd Horn—E. Dawson, BDL Bass—J. Milburn.
1st Baritona—T1", Douse, Do. T. Wooflitt.
MR. ROBERT SMITH,
SOPRANO,

" Yobert Smith was born 'at South Ferriby,
Lincolnshire, In 1871. Ilis musical career
commenced nt 11 years of age, he then play-
ing 3rd cornet in the Land of his native vil-
lage. At the ngo of 12 he was playing 2nd
cornet, and at 14 he wae playingassistaut solo.
At 15 he removed to Beverley and joined the
Bc\’crlc"{ 0ld Band as solo cornet, which posi-
tion he held for @ years. Iothen became as-
sociated with 3rd Ilast Yorkshire Regiment
as solo cornet. - In 1891 he. returned to his
.native. place. to. becomebandmaster - of the
Band in which ho Orst played. In 1892 he
went to Gainsborough, joined the \orks
Band, and became their soprano. Upon the Eb
cornet hie has made pvonderful progress, and
is o most promising player.

MR. S. SCHOFIELD
] L] ,-
BANDMASTER.

Samuecl Schofleld was born at Middleton
near Manchester, in 1662. He is a member of
amusical family, and the youngest of six sons;
his father and five brothers Ecing members
of the Uld Middleton Baond. Showing Mr.
Scholield’s natural musical gifts, it is only fair’
to state that not until he attained thoe age of
seventeen, was hoallowed to touch a cdrnet,
aud practise thercon, his widowed mother

fearing that 111 effects - would follow the adop-i

‘tion of this Instrument,’ and* would end
futally, as our [riend was thenonly in a weak
state of ! However, vuce on iho job,
Sam made great progress, aud in the tirst
twelve months he was nsslstant . solo-cornet
In all cuntesats, with the Middleton Band,
Shortly after this o preferivd tho soprano,
which he kept for three years,  In 1804 he
again returned to tho L cormet, nnd pinyed
solo in Middleton Band .in, nll: its, successes,
fnclnding Belle Vue July Coutlest 10389,
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