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The young meat have now dan-
appeared, but the memory of
hete " Proacers of Branw ™
cchoed cath tme the current
bandioyzn of the own '..u-:1lh.:
ylage (n theur maroon atd biack
lapelled unilormi

A REMINDER

One of the ariginal imstrumemvs
bas al4o survived ke blasts of a
century, and this battered trom-
bone i a remindes (0 today's
handimen of the etforts of their
predecessors tn estallishizg the
Cwm Town Silver Band.

Dunng the carly yeany (he
hand., usder e conductor Mr.
Fred Clarke and, subsequontly,
his won Edward, ettablished quite
a local reputation In an arca
where most villages boasted their
OWTL MusXant,

Mr, BEdward Clarke was fol-
fowed as conductor by Mr. Sam
Roberts, who beld the baton nntil
the outbeeak of the Fist World
War, Not a greal daal Known
of the band during the war, bt
a oumber of its membens were
engaged on active servace.

1925
A YEAR TO REMEMBER

Alter the war, Mr. Owen
Gulixk became bandmacter and
i 1923 Mr. Johna Probert emerged
3y teader. His enthusizm pro-
duced some of (he band’s finest
performances, and in 1925 they
threw off the glootn of the de-
pression years by captusing the
Junior Shisld ot the Crysal
Palsce Championships.

Followisg Mr. Probect, the
band had a seties of conductors,
tm!u:.hn? Mr. Joe Williams, M:.
Tom Valeatine, Mr. Sam Rogers.

Mr. David Sievéms and Mr. Oliver
Jongs.

REGIMENTAL BAND
_In 1937 Mr. Bill Rogers 100k

aver the

this period alo that the band
played for Hit Majesty King
George V1. Mr. Ropers con-
tinued as bandmaster alter the
war unhil hiv unlimely death in
1951, The band was ther taken
over by Mr. Clll Tavell, who is
now bandmaiter with 1he Ebbw
Vale Municipal Band, Mr. Trivelr
bad tke difbculd task of rebuild-
iog the band with youngsiers, bul
suveeded m bringing them up to
competition staniard.

PRIZEWINNERS

His successor was Mr. Roy
Lewis, who took the band through
3 very suocessiwl 23-year peripd,
dunng which they won prizes at
12 <ontests, including second
place in the Wekh National
Exstedd{od at Ebbw Vale in 1958,

In 1960 Mr. Nigel Mumfond
was dppointed hasdmaster, and
under hus dicection the band has
sicadily enhanced their reputation
in brass band circles.

MINERS SON

The son of a miner, Mr. Mum-
ford began his musical career
with Rhymney Youth Band as g
trombone player and also played
with the Natioanl Youlh Qrch-
estrd of Wales, He studied at
Cardiff College of Music and
Dama and, following military
scrvice with the Grenadier
Guards’ Band, took up an ap-
poiniment as. a  bruss  musi
icacher with  Moomouthshire
County Council,

Besides his work as o music
teacher and condector, he is also
active n the South Wales and
Mosmouthshire Brass Band As-
sociatiom. He also assists in the
organisation of the Monmoupth-

Cwm Town Boad 1910 werviea,

shire Youth Contest and ke
Monmouthahire Youth Qrchestra

VERSATILE ASSISTANT

The assistamt bandmawier at
Cwm u Mr. Adnan  Hughes
Aubrey, who is alko leader of a
very cothusmaslic beginpers” fec.
tion, He stacted playing with
Cwm Band a< a boy, hut left the
district. He was 0 member of the
Band of the Durkam Light In.
fantry a=d has played a1 all major
tatoos. He was alio a member of
one of the bands for the Queen’s
Coronation procession and has
appsared on television,

Besides military music, M
Aubrey has plaved with dance
pamds, modern jazz groups, and
ung in choirs, opera groups and
¢lose barmony groups. He studied
the trumpet with Professor Paul
Lerens, principal trumpet player
of the Berlin Symphony Orch-
eslrs, and was a student of the
Cardiff College of Music and
Drama for three years. On leay-

Cwm Towa Basd.

Ing <ollege, Mr. Aubrey becam
a bracs musie teacher with Mon
mouthshire County Council

For the mMayr part of the
band’s life, the members were
pr:dmnm:mti}' mineworkers and
the conductors were miner
Duning later vean 1the palieris
has gradually chanzed and 10day
the majority of the players arc
teelworkers or the children o
steelworkérs. .-"L:":mr:g the preiwcal
members are an elecirical en-
ginect, an clecincal apprenuce,
WO crane drivers, & fitter /lurper,
D oompuler operator, a <¢lencal
worker and two labourers. all
employed at Ebbw Vale Woeks

TRADITION SAFE

One thing 13 cenain, these
sleciworkers can be expected to
uphold the fimest traditions of
the bard and 1o give of their con-
derable musical talents in est
ablishing the band amongyt the
ftoest in the Principality,




