CHESTERFIELD TEMPERANCE PRIZE BAND.

In the year 1891 some half-dozen working
men decided to try and start n brass band in
Chesterficld on strietly tempernnce prineiples.
Notwithstanding the fact that there were already
two bands in the town, the difliculties were over-
come and n band of {wenly men was formed on
November 29th, 1801. A seb of Messys. Highan's
mstruments was ordered nnd every man signed
an agreement to pay for his own instrument.
The next difficulty wns the lemxning to play,
as only two of the members knew any-
thing abont brass instrument playing. How-
ever they were fortunate in securing the ser-
vices of Mr. J. (i. Wood (the present handmaster),
who spent. considerable time and patience in
learning the men.  The resnlt soon showed that
the choice was n wise one, Mr. Wood being deter-
mined that whatever was done should be done
thoroughly.

During the first three years of its existence the
band had many changes in its members, bot
nevertheless continued to make good headway.
The first professionnl conductor they had was
My. Colin Thom,of Sheflield, and during the time
they were under his baton they made good pro-
gress and abtended three or four contests, though
without success.

Alout this time (1896) the band decided that if
they were to go on contesting they would have to
buy o new =zeb of instrements and after severnl
meetings being held it was finally decided to buy
a complete set of Messis, Boosey and Co.'s fivst
class silver-plaled compensaling instruments at
n cosb of nbout £390.  Soon after receiving the
instraments they were approached by the ollicers
of the “A" Company 2nd Vol. Battalion Sher-
wood Iforesters es to their becoming the Volun-
teer Band, amd an agreement was made by
which the hand dervived considernble finaneial
help.  They hope by the end of 1899 to elear off
the debt remaining on-the instruments.

Mr. Charles Iilsom at this time took over the
Tand, and with My, Gladrey’s arrangement of
“Meyerbeer's Works” attended n few contests and
won severnd prizes. .

The band continued contesting with “Meyer-
heer” until the end of 1897, whan it was deeided to
buy “Iossini's Works” from A. Owen, 1isg. Some
unpleasantness ocewrred amongst the members
nfter this, the result heing that the Solo Cornet,
wolo Iuph., Tenor Horn, and Drummer resigned.

At first, this scemed a serious drawbnek, but the
commitice soon filled up their places, and with
Mr. C. IFlsom were soon hard at work with
“Rossini.”  The record with “Rossini” speaks
for itself and every eredit is due to the Dand-
master, Mr. J. C. Wood, nlso the individual
members for the resulls ancecomplished.

LIST OF IRIZES WON.

1€£96.
Date. Contest. Prize.
~June 20th Pleasley Srd
dnly 4th Barrow Hill 3ed
SJuly 18th Ripley nd
Aug. Sth Ien Mills 4th
Aug. 22nd Whittington Moor . 4th
1897.
May Ist Alfreton Ind
May Sth Codnor srd
<July 12th Alfreton (Class 1)  div.2nd & Srd

July 12th Allvelon (Class 2) Jrd

July 19th LRipley 3rd
Aug. 9th Whittington 4th
Sept. 18th Hucknall 3rd
Sept. 18th Huzknall (March) 1st
1898.
May 7th Codnor 4th
May 7th Codnor (Mairch) 2nd
May 7th East Kirkby 2nd
Muy 7th Bast Kirkby (Muwich) 2l
July 30th Belper 1st
Augr. 13th Lckington 1st
Aug. 18th Tekington (Mareh) 1st
(Also Buphonium Medal.)
Aug. 20th Woodhouse 1st
Aug.20th ‘Woodhouse (March) 2nd

(Gold Medal for Lluphonium and Silver Wateh
for Trombone.)

Aug. 27th Mancsfield Lst
Nov. 5th Sheflield 4th
1£99.

April 1st Kippax 1st
April 3rd Colwick Gth
May 22ed Nottinghuin 4th
June 17th Pleasley 4th
June 24th Cawthorne 3rd
June 24th  Cawthorne (March) 1st
July 1st Alfreton 15t
July st Alfreton (Mnveh) 2nd
July 8th Alvaston Srd
Aug. 5th Bo!'sover 1st
Aug. 5th Bolsover (March) 2nd
Aug. 26th Buxton 2nd
Aug. 2iith Buxton (March) 1st

Appended are My, J. Walker's remarks at
Kippax Contest, April 1st, 1800 :—

©No. 9 Band (Chesterfield Lo ough Tempernnee;
coaduetor, Mr. C. Elsom ; selection, “Rossini's
Works.”')—DMaes. : Splendid opening and Tromb.
very good.  Allo. Con Drio.: Here we have an
excellent example of ensemble playing, attack,
Presision, and tane beingr of o high order.  Hecit.
Cor. gives an excellent declunation, and shots by
band were exach.  Andino. (Quartelte) @ Horns
good, and the whole ia good sympathy ; from
letter D every man is working hard, and the
resalt is exeellent.  Vivace : Another excellent
movement. Allo. Rezit. @ Buph. gives a good
account of this seetion, and band is in good hands.
Andtno. : Tromb. proves himself w capableartist,
everything being done in good style. Sop. also
does good work ; Cad. by Tromb. good. Allegio. :
This movement receives gool atlention, and
though Sop. is hardly up to previous form, he
does fairly well ; closing bars very good. Adagio :
Band now very nice, ad Cor. avtisltic.  Allo. :
I verything continues in excellent style.  Andte. :
Very good. Largo: Soloists in this section are
each givingan exce!lent necount, and the Accompts.
are carefully rendered.  RRecit : I'rom. ngnin well
to the front, but has aslip. Mod. : Good through-
out ; Sop. and Horn are in cood tune, and move
well together ; 1Buph. Cad. very nice indeed.
Andtno. : IJuph. commences well, and Gor. aguin
very good ; Accompts. are spleadid. The repeat
strain was excellently given by Cor. and IGuph. ;
Duo Cad. splendid. Vivace : Opens clear, and
the attazk is very prezise all through. Cors. and
DBasses at stringends were capital, and closing
burs were excellent. A very fine performance.- -
(First prize).”



