The Hurtt Family Band of Monticello, Indiana
(1879-1892)

Gavin Holman, 9 January 2026

Abel L. Hurtt was born in 1832, in Ohio. By the mid-
1860s he was residing in Monticello, Indiana, and met
and married Mary S. Lynch (b. 1845, d. 1884) on 13 Feb
1868.

It is not clear what Abel’s occupation was, but it is
known that, in 1869 Abel was issued with a patent for |
a washing machine (Pat. 90001), followed by a patent
for improved springing for wagon seats (Pat. 98063),
and lastly a clothes-line holder in 1870 (Pat. 102548).
See the appendix for details of these inventions.

In 1878 he was a candidate for Auditer of Miami
County, Indiana for the Democratic convention. This

was probably unsuccessful, as he remained in Abel L. Hurtt
Monticello and started his theatrical career the
following year.

The couple had four children - Abel Zaddock (1869-1918) Mary (1873-1940), Pearl
(1974-1933), and Frank (1876-1948).

During the winter of 1878/1879 the family made their first appearances as a musical
vocal group.

The first known recorded appearance of the Hurtt Family was at the Monticello Town
Hall, on Monday 14 July 1879. The group, which consisted of father Abel, with Abel
junior (Zeddie), Mary, Pearl and Frank, performed various vocal pieces. Later that
month they sang at the nearby town of Rensselaer. A report at this time, praises Abel
on the progress made by his children.

“The general verdict seems to be that the children, Pearl, Mary and Frankie are
prodigies, and the character songs of the two little girls are said to be well worth
the price of admission. The entertainment was far in advance of those given by
them last winter, and the children show that they are making rapid advancement
in musical culture. We congratulate Mr Hurtt upon his success in training such
young voices to do such excellent execution.™

During October 1879 the family performed at Oak Grove, Smiths, West Point, and
Chalmers, around Monticello. In December they were performing in various locations
in Illinois, returning in January 1880.

A performance at the Opera House, Lafayette, IN, in early February 1880, was
reported as follows:

1 The Monticello Herald, 28 August 1879



“The LaFayette Opera-house or the Blue Ribbon Club room never contained an
audience better pleased then those who listened to the warblings of the Hurtt
Juvenile Quartette when in our city last week. During their stay here they sang
several times in the Blue Ribbon Hall, that listeners delighted beyond expression
at the wonderful accuracy and proficiency of the children. At the concert given by
the Crawfordsville Club in our Opera house, no part of the entertainment met with
such rapturous approbation as did the "Hurtt Juvenile Quartette" These musical
prodigies ars Indianians by birth, and the people of our State have good reasons to
be proud or such a family. They are accompanied by their father, a gentleman of
considerable musical taste and culture who will give musical entertainments in this
and adjoining States. Haverly's Juvenile Pinafore, with all their well-deserved
celebrity, in all of their band of fifty singers, cannot find any four of them that
combine so much of the marvellous as is concentrated in Frankie, May, Pearl and
Zeddie Hurtt. They have a repertoire of not less than sixty of the choicest songs,
each one of which they render faultlessly.”>
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2 The Monticello Herald, 5 February 1880



The family continued to give concerts in the local area during the spring of 1880, before
moving to Indianapolis in June, taking up residence, and leasing the Wesley Hall at
281/ Indians Avenue, where they gave concerts every night (Sundays excepted). The
entertainments consisted of solos, duos, trios, quintettes, anthems and laughable
character sketches, and were ‘strictly moral’.
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Frankie Hurtt
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Pearl an

They moved, once again, to Muncie IN, in July 1880, hoping to set up similarly to their
stay in Indianapolis. However, although their first concert seemed to be a great success
and the group was ‘heartily encored’, when it came to taking a collection after the
concert, only 96 cents was raised.

The family is next seen giving concerts in Ohio, in December 1880, and then there is a
gap in the record until February 1884, when the family gave a private concert at the
residence of Mr S.W. Henry. A local reporter, who was present at the entertainment,
witnessed the performance of these ‘bright-eyed and handsome prodigies’.
Accompanying the family was the cornet soloist, Miss Theresa Heck, of Columbus,
Ohio.

At some point following this concert — perhaps influenced by the accomplishments of
Miss Heck — Abel Hurtt began to tutor his younger children in the playing of brass
instruments, with himself and Frankie on cornet, Mary on euphonium and Pearl on
tenor horn.



A few months later, in June 1884, Abel’s wife, Mary Hurtt, died in childbirth. Abel
junior (Zeddie) seems to have left the performing group — possibly to take up
employment of his own.

Pearl Hurtt

The ‘new’ Hurtt Family Band first appeared with their various instruments in a sacred
concert at the Brunswick Gardens, Jackson, MI, in September 1885. A later
appearance, in December 1885, at the Niles Rink, Niles MI, promised to be the
‘musical event of the season’.

“Friday and Saturday evening, Dec. 18 and 19, the Hurtt Family Quartette, Brass
and Martial Band, will appear at the Niles Rink. It will be the musical event of the
season. The company comprises Prof. A. L. Hurtt, Bass; Little Pearl Hurtt, Alto;
Miss Mary Hurtt, Soprano; Master Frankie Hurtt, Tenor. Martial Band - Prof. A. L.
Hurtt, Fife; Miss May Hurtt, Cymbals; Little Pearl Hurtt, Bass Drummer; Master
Frankie Hurtt, Snare Drum. The entertainment consists of Quartettes, Trios, Solos,
Character Sketches, Dialect Comedies, Poesical Recitations, Dialogues, Imitations
and Selections on the Martial Band.”s

In January 1886 the Hurtts gave performances at the Rink in Frankton, IN, where
again they were praised for their playing and martial performance. Frankie,
particularly, was singled out for the quality of his singing — especially his rendition of
“I ain’t so young as I used to be.”

3 Niles Weekly Mirror, 16 December 1885
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Hurtt Family Martial Band

Towards the end of January 1886 they appeared at the Main Street Rink in Richmond,
IN, and left there to attend the Royal Rink in Muncie, in February. Further
performances that spring included the Rink in Greenville OH, the Indiana House in
Monroeville IN, the School House in Bucyrus OH, the Casino Rink in Crestline OH,
and Cline’s Hall in West Unity OH.

In June 1887 the family had week’s engagement at Epstein’s Dime Museum in Chicago
IL. Other living attractions in the museum included Madame Leroy, the long-haired
lady, and the moss-haired midget.

October 1887 found the family settling in Peru IN, giving concerts from their base
there. By the spring of 1888 they were performing in and around Monticello, returning
to the Chicago Dime Museum in May 1888. This was followed, in July 1888, by a report
stating that ‘the Hurtt Family had abandoned the stage’.4

4 The Monticello Herald, 12 July 1888
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The Hurtt Family made a brief comeback in 1892, performing in New York at Worth’s
Museum, in the early part of the year through to March, with Frank Hurtt being billed
as a cornetist rival to Jules Levy — no small boast!
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Hurtt Family Band

The family’s final appearance seems to be at the Wonderland Theatre, in Detroit, for
at least two weeks in April 1892.
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Detroit Free Press, 24 April 1892
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APPENDIX — Abel L. Hurtt’s patents
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ABEL L. HURTT, OF MONTICELLO, INDIANA.

Letters Patent No. 90,001, dated May 11, 1809,

IMPROVED WASHING-MACHING
——————
= ‘The Gohedule referred to la these Letters Patent acd making part of 1he same.

To all whom it may concern :
Be It known that I, Asgr L. Howerr, of Monticello,
Inuuoountyofwmu,mdsubul' have
useful Improved Hnnlllno for

hy declars that thy
exact description of the

phragm, E, to which a reciprocating motion may be
iven by means of the rod !‘Andnlgmu,mmtn

to oue side of the boiler or f.ub,or'l.vy‘
any other couvenlent and eguivalout weans. The
way be made or sttached In such a
manmr mn:‘m&\yhmm longer nrlboﬁer as may

ly lmprovement relates to either tubs or bollers for
aivd consists in oamtrudmf & case,

or shell of the tubs or boilers with Tileh
‘the water at or near the botuom,ndmdunln.nup-
wards, diseharge it n tho top wpon the clothes, and

with s lnrpt
Ic“ umtlr.y ol uhlhln-,

umyhnucdmhuu-n»-bdm,u us & tab for
clothes. In the former case, the heat may
mlhuonludmmnw

duty within
hastened by using the mlwva-dn plate to oot press
the cl

tlwu v, & um nmu time, -xpelllng the
water spidl,

ug:xhqnxnp, and nmtbu M duphug;:m

 to
mdwhinhlhcwmmb-mdwﬂw
pipes, as will be lerelnafter set

of the tub or boller, and ext L) in
or aloug the side of the shell, sither or outside
thereof, are made to to top of the tub
or bofler, 5o that the water said
sball flow down through the and, by the ac-
don of its carrent, dissolve and qury away sny im-
pml'.l‘.l’eﬂwmn. o

ure placed apon & perforated plate, or

dlaphragm, fitted loosely

uuon upou the Impuﬂuu Lhenln contained,
and also by pressing the clothes and diapbragms

the water contaloed in the open space below the :‘:n
0, forve It upward tluvulg.!l:' the pi pu-B.ln . stroug
ourvent, 50 that it shall clothes 1
creased quantitics. na.wnh-um,mnmu mmhnn—
ical muu:nvﬂl ml:: mnm,: ﬂowlgnlvzr
plpes produce the szme act) nwu othul,
lhumby rapidly clesnsing the clothes without

thes
ldolwt. therefore, limit my claim to the applhn—
tion of the ;_Iblndpln of Ill:y lwprovement to clthor &
tub or wash-bofler, as 16 mmllyl ble to cither.
1 do not claim the ofnmhdhmw
.grmm the bottom and into the

eat only; but
What I claim as my tuvention, and destre to se-
oure by Letters {8
'l‘ combination of the mA,mmB,phmO
and springs D, arranged to operate sol
ﬁl“y in the manner and fur

In testimouy wnm,ur, I ba
thia specification,



A. L. HURTT.,
Wagon Seal.

No. 98,063.

Patented Dec. 21, 1869,
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ABEL L. HURTT, OF MONTICELLO, INDIANA.

Letters Patent No, 95,008, dated December 21, 1869,

IMPROVEMENT IN SPRING-SEATS FOR WAGOKNS.

The Schedule roforrad to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same,

—

T all whom it may conceri: .

Be it known that I, ABern L. Hurrr, of Monticello,
in the eounty of White, and State of Indiana, have
invented & new and usefol Tmproved Spring-Seat for
Wagons, and other vehicles; and T do hereby declare
that the followlng is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of e swne, reference being bid to the annexed
drawings, making part of this specification, in whicl—

Figore 1 i3 o seat.

Figure 2 is a bottom. for o seat.

Figure 3 is o staple with burs, and

Pigure 4 1s a spiral or coiled spring.

The same letters in all the ﬁgumsgh)diea.he identieal
parts.

This invention relates to spring-seats for vehieles ;
and
It consists in the construction of the parts eompris-
img the same, aranged to operate ag will be more fully
herein shown and deseribed.

In the annexed drawings— :

A is  seat, which way be constructed of any suit-
able material, and in any shape deshed.

To this seaty a bottom, B, similar to the bottom of
the seat, is attached, by ineans of 4 staple, G, one in
einch end, ranning thirough the lower bottom loosely,
anl fastened to the bottom of the seat by any suita-
ble means; aed between the two bottoms are placed
five spiral or coiled springs I, one at each corner and

one in the centre, which may be fastened by any suit-
able and permanent means.

The seat is to be placed on the top of the wagon-
bed, with a cleat acrosz the ends, or by aoy other
means that will prevent the seat from sliding endwise;
and when an%' copsiderable weight is upon the seat
the eprings will give, and canse the stapled to wove up
and down throngh the heles in the bottom, thereby
miking & free, easy, and eomfurtable seat.

I do'not, therefore, limit my elaim to the use of my
invention to & wagou, as it Is applieable to any velicle
in which a seat is requived or used. 1 am aware of
the patent zranted to A. Shelin, on the 25thvof May,
1867; therefore, I do not claim the featnres of his in-
vention. C . :

What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The donble bent vertical rods €, having a freo os-
cillation through the bottom I, in enmbination witli
the seat A and springs D, asand for the purpose here-
in shown and deseribed. :

In testlmony whereof, T have signed my name to
this specification, in the presence of two subscribing

witnesses,
ABEL L. HURTT.
Witnesses: .
Jony 8. Howrr,
F. C. Dans.
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IMPROVED CLOTHES-LIMNE HOLDER.

Hperife
o all wham # moy concern.:

Bo it known thob T, Anet T. Huerr, of
Maonticello, White connity, Dndinn, have in-
wenbod enriain nes and nasfnl pTOTEmELTE
o Clothws.Line Holiors; and 1 do Lereby da-
cla hat i fullow ing fau full, elenx, ond

ek

fornalng paet of Letters Pateul No B0 7,5 0%, dated May 4, 1530,

iz, aud the xlnu:n A, whloh e nm: on the body

loh ferves (o the rope from
poul m]mm ml. i Imh'ler. These
cams A and Iave ssenced fo the post T oor
athier deaired olgect by the pwd-ﬂmw Trawid
G, or thoir oquivalenis, whi nas theongh

of
I'eingllmltoi l?ncl.‘mllpallymallmwm formie
dng @ part this specifiention, and todhe letters of
, 0L vrhich

Plgares 1, 2, wmd §uro viuwsshowing tiuum-
iy holder. Flg
anl Kide rinws of e upper onm of et
Fige. b wee rear and side viows of the lnwer
wam of holder,

My lnveotion relates 1o certain bmprove-
msteuactlon of Lolders (o ut.
taching elothies-Tines fo posts or balldisgs for
laoging out alothes bo dry, ot for secucing any
LOPE OF STAD 10_00Y 10 Boink; tnd it oori
sistw in the combdintion of two oamg, one uE
which is provided with o edge fumge, which
eame ure Botnred to the desived polne j’ plvoe-
weeews or thatr eqguivalonts, nnu At together
do ol e T ae pope between them at any
iteaicel point, wheeehy T obtaln u very a.wq
i simple device which b ensily appiied
aperated, and which will hold any cllu‘smml L
of rope ar slup (i n po COEG AL A,

Tl advontags rosolclige from Uie e of
Ehe gwo cras in oo bimation with cach other
oouatzl 1o the ohtai of & perfoctly seeure
holder for wny sign of Fope, within regsonnbla
limits, without (he neceesity of uitering tho
prwsition of ihe piveds of elfior s, snd i
ta the obtnining of a erippiog mechanisin
which 60t Gt the prineiplo g tie boggto ie oo,
il Tenee gives 1 more poverful grip
n the rope Ui ol Te obbined by sy
alngle-camn devies, whicl can ouly aet ssa sin-
&&p ntedd Tever in prodoeing the gripe on

@ Tape.

'Ta ensible ufliers skillod 10 th art 1o muke
mnd use my Invention, T will procesd fo do
weribe ils eomstrnction and operuticn,

The npper cam, .A. simple wheel of enst-
aram, provided witl lhn serem-hole, and hav-
Sog u covroguied face, K, and b5 made with n
slighi draft, as shown I slde view, fir conven-
femtn in onabing.  The lower e, B, coos
of tho body L, provided with the eorrpgued

@ N, nad having the sorew-hole b formed in

Conmequently, if the cun A were

n combinntion with o fixed pmk o

uuugr, go b to hold 6 large rope, 3t wonld not
Foa ome, nal viee virss, se that i ap-
p'lu::d_lnn mvarv i,

I nm ek umt Binzle cama A have boen
before need, both in combination witl w sta-
tonury pln or plm.e aud with & pulley; henes
T oy 0o elaim to suck cam, exceph when wel
i combination with a sceand eam, 13 nor da
1 elaim the flan, , n8 this
fenture has

it T o eliim Werwin as new nud of iy e
rmhm. and desive toseonrs by Lettem Patent,
ia

abintoply.
s

el
ihe o und bl s ewmes, a8 shown
in Figs, 1 to 3.

'lims;»dhum. of'the came A B on fhele plvota
in_ holdi g o rore will vory with il size of
the rope to ba Leld —o8, for example, in hold-
ing o uege-slzed vope, B, 08 chown in Fg, 1,
Tath u.-ud:nn:o neky of the cam- o

¥V diverge toward the rope T o the side of
thho firession of the straia on tho o, (indi-
coberl) by peraw - Lend; nod hnldmgnllmnllrv
o] ,P,n-nhawninl’w 2 81 ot end X'
of lllo A is N X0 Iurﬁrmledw\mldlheulmm

ek of Fe 1 and the short end ¥’ af the
nxis ¥ V7 is uw«l awn;p from i, wihiln in
holding n stil %

Fig. 3, oth the X e mearly

parallel 1o each ualuer amd to the rope, e ol
Jeek bring in mc‘h ense to obtain =och o dis-
tanen botwonn the booring anifoes of thecorms
s b seci s the "m(e" the enms ou the do-
aives] size of tho ro
From an irspeciion of Pig. 1 0t is evideat
that the Mﬁon of the cnms is that of 8 loggle-
Julnt, the oo o b ropresontd g onc ncin o the
m o am e 1o 4. the dther armg m:d. il:
0 evident thab in ease i it toggle,
¥ nofi prave sfficienily ..m-mh'; in
hald tho Tope, the eccomd toggle, £ e 2, will
Then vome Inte pliy, anid w on, 0 that if e
b wecured on the post H o eael w
lhﬂb their sncfiees Loand K could Lo
t into contack, it i crident thab they
would grip ww ghze of rope o Hne from the
amall wnetil - line to os large a Tone A8
eun'lt'lhl‘lll plliF)!ngwnn theme, 2 that there e
posnibility of the Jrope slipping brbwesn tem.
It is nln{:‘ remdily soen that this adapistion
or tho ho]d.m- to different atses 0 ropes cnamot
use of 0 winglo eun, A, in com
ulmum. with n ﬂaul plate or mue_y. T il
actionof the camn A wonlid then depend w]loli_\
npon the pressen of the arm o b and she fie.
ton oxRisting Berwacn the vepo Jand the faoe
K of the eom Aj; uod if the ropo woere vor!
Turge, the friction betwesn e - face
vopus waomtlil nod be wnfiviend to being the Javer

I'ho within tlwr.rilwu line-holder, auml.suné
of the tam A and tho cum E, with .
whnnmuumdonme mﬂbvtm-J»mW;
Todl, or thelr cqnh' ents, and acting in com-
pintion with cnch othor, 08 and ToF Ehe T

E] o
“As avidenos of the forrgoiug, wiknes my
T Ehis 2t day of Pebeary, A, T, 1870.

ABEL L, HURTT,

WAt s |
Jon Amnorr,
Anpaw Clopes,



