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Abel L. Hurtt was born in 1832, in Ohio. By the mid-
1860s he was residing in Monticello, Indiana, and met 
and married Mary S. Lynch (b. 1845, d. 1884) on 13 Feb 
1868. 
 
It is not clear what Abel’s occupation was, but it is 
known that, in 1869 Abel was issued with a patent for 
a washing machine (Pat. 90001), followed by a patent 
for improved springing for wagon seats (Pat. 98063), 
and lastly a clothes-line holder in 1870 (Pat. 102548). 
See the appendix for details of these inventions. 
 
In 1878 he was a candidate for Auditer of Miami 
County, Indiana for the Democratic convention. This 
was probably unsuccessful, as he remained in 
Monticello and started his theatrical career the 
following year. 
 
The couple had four children - Abel Zaddock (1869-1918) Mary (1873-1940), Pearl 
(1974-1933), and Frank (1876-1948). 
 
During the winter of 1878/1879 the family made their first appearances as a musical 
vocal group. 
 
The first known recorded appearance of the Hurtt Family was at the Monticello Town 
Hall, on Monday 14 July 1879. The group, which consisted of father Abel, with Abel 
junior (Zeddie), Mary, Pearl and Frank, performed various vocal pieces. Later that 
month they sang at the nearby town of Rensselaer. A report at this time, praises Abel 
on the progress made by his children. 
 

“The general verdict seems to be that the children, Pearl, Mary and Frankie are 
prodigies, and the character songs of the two little girls are said to be well worth 
the price of admission. The entertainment was far in advance of those given by 
them last winter, and the children show that they are making rapid advancement 
in musical culture. We congratulate Mr Hurtt upon his success in training such 
young voices to do such excellent execution.”1 

 
During October 1879 the family performed at Oak Grove, Smiths, West Point, and 
Chalmers, around Monticello. In December they were performing in various locations 
in Illinois, returning in January 1880. 
 
 A performance at the Opera House, Lafayette, IN, in early February 1880, was 
reported as follows: 

 
1 The Monticello Herald, 28 August 1879 



“The LaFayette Opera-house or the Blue Ribbon Club room never contained an 
audience better pleased then those who listened to the warblings of the Hurtt 
Juvenile Quartette when in our city last week. During their stay here they sang 
several times in the Blue Ribbon Hall, that listeners delighted beyond expression 
at the wonderful accuracy and proficiency of the children. At the concert given by 
the Crawfordsville Club in our Opera house, no part of the entertainment met with 
such rapturous approbation as did the "Hurtt Juvenile Quartette" These musical 
prodigies ars Indianians by birth, and the people of our State have good reasons to 
be proud or such a family. They are accompanied by their father, a gentleman of 
considerable musical taste and culture who will give musical entertainments in this 
and adjoining States. Haverly's Juvenile Pinafore, with all their well-deserved 
celebrity, in all of their band of fifty singers, cannot find any four of them that 
combine so much of the marvellous as is concentrated in Frankie, May, Pearl and 
Zeddie Hurtt. They have a repertoire of not less than sixty of the choicest songs, 
each one of which they render faultlessly.”2 

 

 
The Hurtt Family Quartette – Zeddie, Mary, Pearl and Frankie 

 

 
2 The Monticello Herald, 5 February 1880 



The family continued to give concerts in the local area during the spring of 1880, before 
moving to Indianapolis in June, taking up residence, and leasing the Wesley Hall at 
28½ Indians Avenue, where they gave concerts every night (Sundays excepted). The 
entertainments consisted of solos, duos, trios, quintettes, anthems and laughable 
character sketches, and were ‘strictly moral’. 
 

 
Pearl and Frankie Hurtt 

 
They moved, once again, to Muncie IN, in July 1880, hoping to set up similarly to their 
stay in Indianapolis. However, although their first concert seemed to be a great success 
and the group was ‘heartily encored’, when it came to taking a collection after the 
concert, only 96 cents was raised. 
 
The family is next seen giving concerts in Ohio, in December 1880, and then there is a 
gap in the record until February 1884, when the family gave a private concert at the 
residence of Mr S.W. Henry. A local reporter, who was present at the entertainment, 
witnessed the performance of these ‘bright-eyed and handsome prodigies’. 
Accompanying the family was the cornet soloist, Miss Theresa Heck, of Columbus, 
Ohio.  
 
At some point following this concert – perhaps influenced by the accomplishments of 
Miss Heck – Abel Hurtt began to tutor his younger children in the playing of brass 
instruments, with himself and Frankie on cornet, Mary on euphonium and Pearl on 
tenor horn. 
 



A few months later, in June 1884, Abel’s wife, Mary Hurtt, died in childbirth. Abel 
junior (Zeddie) seems to have left the performing group – possibly to take up 
employment of his own. 
 

 
Pearl Hurtt 

 
The ‘new’ Hurtt Family Band first appeared with their various instruments in a sacred 
concert at the Brunswick Gardens, Jackson, MI, in September 1885. A later 
appearance, in December 1885, at the Niles Rink, Niles MI, promised to be the 
‘musical event of the season’. 
 

“Friday and Saturday evening, Dec. 18 and 19, the Hurtt Family Quartette, Brass 
and Martial Band, will appear at the Niles Rink. It will be the musical event of the 
season. The company comprises Prof. A. L. Hurtt, Bass; Little Pearl Hurtt, Alto; 
Miss Mary Hurtt, Soprano; Master Frankie Hurtt, Tenor. Martial Band - Prof. A. L. 
Hurtt, Fife; Miss May Hurtt, Cymbals; Little Pearl Hurtt, Bass Drummer; Master 
Frankie Hurtt, Snare Drum. The entertainment consists of Quartettes, Trios, Solos, 
Character Sketches, Dialect Comedies, Poesical Recitations, Dialogues, Imitations 
and Selections on the Martial Band.”3 

 
In January 1886 the Hurtts gave performances at the Rink in Frankton, IN, where 
again they were praised for their playing and martial performance. Frankie, 
particularly, was singled out for the quality of his singing – especially his rendition of 
“I ain’t so young as I used to be.” 
 

 
3 Niles Weekly Mirror, 16 December 1885 



 
Hurtt Family Martial Band 

 
Towards the end of January 1886 they appeared at the Main Street Rink in Richmond, 
IN, and left there to attend the Royal Rink in Muncie, in February. Further 
performances that spring included the Rink in Greenville OH, the Indiana House in 
Monroeville IN, the School House in Bucyrus OH, the Casino Rink in Crestline OH, 
and Cline’s Hall in West Unity OH. 
 
In June 1887 the family had week’s engagement at Epstein’s Dime Museum in Chicago 
IL. Other living attractions in the museum included Madame Leroy, the long-haired 
lady, and the moss-haired midget. 
 
October 1887 found the family settling in Peru IN, giving concerts from their base 
there. By the spring of 1888 they were performing in and around Monticello, returning 
to the Chicago Dime Museum in May 1888. This was followed, in July 1888, by a report 
stating that ‘the Hurtt Family had abandoned the stage’.4 
 
 
 

 
4 The Monticello Herald, 12 July 1888 



 
Hurtt Family Band 

 
The Hurtt Family made a brief comeback in 1892, performing in New York at Worth’s 
Museum, in the early part of the year through to March, with Frank Hurtt being billed 
as a cornetist rival to Jules Levy – no small boast! 
 

 



 
Hurtt Family Band 

 
The family’s final appearance seems to be at the Wonderland Theatre, in Detroit, for 
at least two weeks in April 1892.  
 

 
Detroit Free Press, 24 April 1892 



 
The Hurtt Family Band 

  



APPENDIX – Abel L. Hurtt’s patents 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 


