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The port of Kingston upon Hull and other nearby towns in the East Riding of 
Yorkshire, had major fishing and other seafaring industries during the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. Sadly, many children were orphaned ï a state not unique to 
these professions at the time ï but various philanthropic people and bodies recognised 
the particular needs of seamenôs orphans and they established charities and homes to 
support them in the city.  Two of these homes formed boysô bands to help with the 
discipline and education of the boys and also provide additional income for the 
establishments. 
 

1.  The Hull  Seamen's  and  General  Orphan  Society  
 
The Mariners'  Church Orphan Society was founded in 1853 to support  the orphaned 
children  of seamen. It  was renamed the Hull  Seamen's and General Orphan Society 
in 1866, and established an Asylum and Schools in  premises at Spring Bank, Hull.   
 

 
Spring Bank Orphanage, 1906  

 
The Wilson family, who owned a very successful local shipping company, were major 
patrons of the home, donating money, paying for extensions to the building , and 
organising summer excursions for the orphans. 
 
The institution  and grounds covered more than two acres. Various extensions were 
made in subsequent years, including accommodation for girls, ultimately 
housing some 200 children.  It accepted orphans of seamen connected with  Hull  
itself and also Bridlington, Grimsby, Gainsborough and Goole . In 1921 the children 



moved from Spring Bank to Hesslewood Hall, which had been purchased by the 
charity the previous year. The home eventually closed in 1985. 
 

 
The Hesslewood orphanage site, 1926 

 
Like many similar institutions , the home had its own boys' brass band which  
performed at events in the local area and further afield . Some of the boys went on to 
careers as military  bandsmen.  
 
The Hull Spring Bank Orphanage Band was first known to be active in 1875, with their 
bandmaster Thomas Broady. Also known as the Hull Sailorsô Orphanage Band and the 
Hesslewood Orphanage Band. The band was re-invigorated around 1925 when Harry 
Turner, a previous resident of the home, returned to take it over, raising £300 a year 
for the home. The band was still active in 1950. Conductors of the band included: R. 
Smith in the 1870s, James Arnet in 1890, J. Woodcock in 1904, H.M. Pitt in 1908 -
1914, Harry Turner in 1925 to 1943, and W. Bailey in 1946. 
 
Some concert programmes for the band: 
 
¶ Monday 18th September 1899, West Park, Hull ï slow march ñVictoryò (J. Ord Hume), 

overture ñCrown of Victoryò (Ripley), march ñGladiatorò (Fogarty), in termezzo 
ñAmong the Rosesò(Yeabsley), valse ñFor Youò (May Ostlers), polka ñThe Jolly 
Blacksmithò (Suckley), overture ñMinervaò (C. Richardson), galop ñRusticò (Dawson). 

 
 



¶ Tuesday 16th June 1908, West Park ï march ñTr iumphal  from Rienziò (Wagner), 
overture ñLa Joyeuseò (Bela), cornet solo ñSing me to sleepò (Greene), valse ñLoveôs 
Dreamò (Czibulka), selection ñNell Gwynneò (Planquette), gavotte ñThe Way to the 
Heartò (Linck e), trombone solo ñThe Village Blacksmithò (Weiss), fantasia ñEchoes of 
Songlandò (Kaps). 

¶ Wednesday 30th June 1909, Cannon Street Recreation Ground, Hull  ï march ñLes 
Mousquetairesò (Lemothe), overture ñLa Joyeauxò (Bela), morceau ñA Night in 
Switzerlandò (Hume), valse ñLove and Beautyò (Fare), fantasia ñJoan of Arcò (Wroun), 
descriptive piece ñA Sleigh Rideò (Orde), valse ñAmuletò (Westoby), galop ñThe New 
Post Hornò (Tidswell).  

¶ Wednesday 7th July 1909, West Park ï march ñMarch in Cò (Burn), fantasia ñOôer Land 
and Seaò (Newton), patrol ñBulgarienneò (Kiefert ), valse ñSouvenirò (Waldteufel ), 
fantasia ñJoan of Arcò (Wroun), d escriptive piece ñA Sleigh Rideò (Orde), valse ñLes 
Amuletò (Clair), galop ñThe New Post Hornò (Tidswell).  

¶ Wednesday 14th July 1909, Cannon Street Recreation Ground ï march ñShoulder to 
Shoulderò (Kaps), morceau ñA Japanese Love Songò (Thomas), selection ñRuddigoreò 
(Sullivan), valse ñApril Morn ò (Batten), minuet ñQueen Anneò (Raymond), fantasia 
ñJoan of Arcò (Wroun), valse ñFleurs dôautomneò (Hume), redouble ñThe Boys in 
Scarlet and Goldò (Kiefert ). 

¶ Wednesday 25th August 1909, The Oval, Nile Street, Hullï march ñShoulder to 
Shoulderò (Kaps), morceau ñA Japanese Love Songò (Thomas), selection ñRuddigoreò 
(Sullivan), valse ñApril Morn ò (Batten), minuet  ñQueen Anneò (Raymond), fantasia 
ñJoan of Arcò (Wroun), valse ñFleurs dôautomneò (Hume), redouble ñThe Boys in 
Scarlet and Goldò (Kiefert ). 

¶ Thursday 30th June 1910, Cannon Street Recreation Ground ï march ñTrue as Steelò 
(Rhodes), valse ñSweet as the Roseò (Gomez), cornet solo ñDear Heartò (Mattei), 
cavatina ñKingôs Heraldò (Round), inter mezzo ñStarlandò (OôConnor), selection ñThe 
Pir ates of Penzanceò (Sullivan), valse ñSilver Starsò (Henri), fantasia ñBritish Songsò 
(Hume), selection ñSongs of Londonò (Kaps). 

¶ Tuesday 4th June 1912, West Park ï march ñSt Ceciliaò (Kattann), valse ñSobre las Olasò 
(Rosas), overture ñOcean Queenò (Richards), danse russe ñCracovinaò (Asch), 
selection ñIl Trovatore ò (Verdi), interm ezzo ñHearts and Flowersò (Tobani), fantasia 
ñEin Abend in Toledoò (Schmelling), valse ñLa Mascotteò (Godin), selection ñLondon 
Echoesò (Kaps). 

¶ Thursday 5th June 1913, Stoneferry Green, Hull ï march ñAmour de Patrieò (Tufilli ), 
valse ñUndae Marisò (Rouse), fantasie militaire ñThe Reliefò (Masson), intermezzo ñSôil 
Vous Plaitò (Eilenberg), selection ñHaddon Hall ò (Sullivan), valse ñEdelweissò 
(Blumer), fantasia ñGipsy Lifeò (Hume), lancers ñDorisò (Bucalossi), polka ñTake Me 
Tooò (Lin cke). 

¶ Thursday 12th June 1913 ï Dansom Lane Recreation Ground, Hull ï march ñThe 
Saluteò (Smith), overture ñZitellaò (Hume), valse ñPompadourò (Gautier), fantasia 
ñConcordò (Buot), inter mezzo ñHeartsô Easeò (Macbeth), selection ñRuy Blasò (Lutz), 
valse ñWave Crestò (Smith), fantasia ñEchoes of Pantomimeò (Kaps), twostep 
ñStar landò (OôConnor). 

¶ Tuesday 1st July 1913, West Park ï march ñThe 7th Regimentò (Dunn), overture 
ñSunshine and Shadeò (Parker), Spanish dance ñToledoò (Asch), selection ñBohemian 
Girlò (Balfe), valse ñChoristersò (Phelps), intermezzo ñRendezvousò (Aletter), selection 
ñTop oô the Treeò (Kaps), gavotte ñApres la Feteò (Lath), march ñJolly Coppersmithsò. 

¶ Thursday 21st May 1914, Cannon Street Recreation Ground ï march ñUnder the Starò 
(Weiss), overture ñLyre dôOrò (Herman), valse ñLa Plus Belleò (Waldteufel), selection 
ñThe Pirates of Penzanceò (Sullivan),  in termezzo ñSecretsò (Ancliff e), potpourri  
ñMelodious Memoriesò (Finck), valse ñCity Lifeò (Translateur), selection ñAlfresco 
Revelsò (Baker), ñMoon Madrigal ò. 



¶ Wednesday 27th May 1914, Dansom Lane Recreation Ground ï march ñPetronelò 
(Bennett), graceful dance ñMy Lady Dainty ò (Hesse), overture ñA Poetôs Holidayò, idyll 
ñMurmures des Fleursò, excerpts from  ñMascagniò, valse ñAmouretteò (Westoby), 
entreôacte ñHearts and Flowersò (Tobani), Spanish dance ñUne Nuit a Tol edoò 
(Schmelling),  popular melodies ñFinck a Linckeò (Winter).  

¶ Thursday 11th June 1914, Stoneferry Green ï march ñUnder the Starsò (Weiss), 
overture ñLyre dôOrò (Herman), valse ñLa Plus Belleò (Waldteufel), selection ñThe 
Pir ates of Penzanceò (Sullivan),  in termezzo ñSecretsò (Ancliff e), potpourri  ñMelodious 
Memoriesò (Finck), valse ñCity Lifeò (Translateur), selection ñAlfresco Revelsò (Baker), 
ñMoon Madrigal ò. 

¶ Thursday 18th June 1914, The Oval, Nile Street - march ñPetronelò (Bennett), graceful 
dance ñMy Lady Dainty ò (Hesse), overture ñA Poetôs Holidayò, idyll ñMurmures des 
Fleursò, excerpts from  ñMascagniò (arr. Retford) , valse ñAmouretteò (Westoby), 
entreôacte ñHearts and Flowersò (Tobani), Spanish dance ñUne Nuit a Tol edoò 
(Schmelling) . 

¶ Wednesday 24th June 1914, East Park, Hull ï march ñThe Yankee Navyò (Sousa), 
gavotte ñThe Way to the Heartò (Lincke), selection ñIl Trovatore ò (Verdi), id yll 
ñSchlummerleidò (Kokert), valse ñSweet Syring aò (Taylor), intermezzo ñHeartôs Easeò 
(Macbeth), valse ñSevillaò (Matador), barn dance ñJust for Funò (Rora), American 
fantasia ñA Darkyôs Dreamò (Bidgood).  

 
 

¶ See Appendix 1 for images of the home and the  band.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



2.  The Port of Hull  Society  
 
The Port of Hull  Society for  the Religious Instruction  of Seamen was founded in 1821.  
Over the years, it became increasingly involved in the welfare of the men and their  
families , setting up the Sailors' Orphan Institution  in  Waterhouse Lane, Hull,  in 
1837. In  1867, a new children's  home, housing up to 150 children, was opened in 
Thanet House, on Park Street, Hull, partly funded  by a £5,000  donation  from Sir  
Titus Salt.  
 

 
The Park Street home 

 
Despite extensions in the early 1870s, by 1893 it was decided to build a new cottage 
homes development on Cottingham Road, which opened to its first residents in 1895. 
'cottage' (actually a good-sized house) under the care of a resident house-mother.  The 
ten cottages, each housing 25 children under the care of a resident house-mother , 
were arranged around a central green, with  other buildings  such as the school, hall  
and sanatorium at the far end of the site. 
 
The Port of Hull Societyôs home band was first established in 1877. Soon after its 
establishment the band went on tour around the country raising money for the home 
and awareness of the plight of similar orphanages. It was known as the Park Street 
Home Band in 1896 and the Newland Homes Band in 1901. The band performed at 
many local social events and, for a number of years, it also went on tours around the 
wider Yorkshire Ridings, in the 1890s and early 1900s, raising funds for the Home. In 
1907 these were largely halted after it was decided that the absence of the boys from 
the homes, and the attention they received, were not good for them. 
 
Bandmasters were J. Mason in 1884, Joseph/James Arnott in 1889-1896, J. 
Woodcock in 1899, Mr Greig in 1900-1914, and Mr Bowers in 1921. 
 
In  1950, the Port of Hull  Society's Sailors' Orphan Homes were renamed the Sailors' 
Children's Society, and began a move towards supporting  the care of children  in  their  
own homes where possible. The Newland site was finally closed in 2004 after several 
changes of use ï still for disadvantaged people. 



 
The Port of Hull Cottage Homes site at Cottin gham Road 

 
The Port of Hull Societyôs Home Band has a modest run of brass band contest 
appearances in the 1880s. 
 

¶ 1st August 1881 - Bridlington Contest  ï won 3rd place, beaten by Meltham Mills & 
Linthwaite, but they beat Flamborough & Bridlington Artillery Bands and 
Bridlington Rifles Band.  

¶ 9th June 1883 - Gainsborough Contest - playing ñLes Huguenotsò, with conductor 
Jesse Mason. 

¶ 17th May 1884 - Gainsborough Contest  - playing ñTorquato Tassoò,  conductor Jesse 
Mason. 

¶ 4th August 1884 - Hull Contest ï playing ñIl Giuramentoò,  conductor Jesse Mason. 

¶ 16th May 1885 - Gainsborough Contest ï playing ñKalliwando's Massò, conductor 
Joseph Arnett. 

¶ 3rd August 1885 - Hull Contest ï won 3rd prize. 
 
The band itself was still active in 1935.   
 
Some concert programmes for the band: 
 
¶ Tuesday 24th May 1910, West Park ï march ñThe Crisisò (Hall), gavotte ñSwiss Chimesò 

(Hoffman), valse ñVenetiaò (Lowthian) , selection ñFalkaò (Chassaigne), xylophone solo 
ñSelectedò, Indian romance ñHobomokoò (Reeves), valse ñEnoraò (Anon), selection 
ñOur Empireò (Godfrey), selection ñA Dark yôs Dreamlandò (Bidgood).  

 
 
 



¶ Tuesday 31st May 1910, The Pier, Hull ï march ñPalatinu sò (Hall), gavotte ñAlexinaò 
(Asch), selection ñSongs of Londonò (Karl Kaps), valse ñPameliaò (Woodcock), 
xylophone solo ñSelectedò, selection ñEchoes of Songlandò (Karl Kaps), cornet solo 
ñThe Lost Chordò (Sullivan), Indian romance ñHobomokoò (Reeves), selection ñFalkaò 
(Chassaigne). 

¶ Wednesday 22nd June 1910, The Oval, Nile Street ï Russian dance ñCracovinaò, valse 
ñVenetiaò, xylophone solo ñSelectedò, selection ñSongs of Londonò (Karl Kaps), gavotte 
ñThe Pashaò, valse ñLunaò, galop ñA Motor Rideò. 

¶ Thursday 25th August 1910, East Park - march ñPalatinu sò (Hall),  valse ñWaltz Dreamò 
(Strauss), xylophone solo ñSelectedò, selection ñIl Trovatore ò (Verdi), bell polka ñBig 
Benò (DôAlbert), valse ñPameliaò (Woodcock), intermezzo ñRendez Vousò (Aletter), 
selection ñCloches des Cornevilleò (Planquette). 

¶ Wednesday 27th May 1914, East Park ï march ñPrimzieò, gavotte ñWeymouth Chimesò, 
valse ñThe Choristersò, dance ñIn the Shadowsò, selection ñHaddon Hall ò, intermezzo 
ñLes Cloches de St. Etienneò, morceau ñHearts and Flowersò, cornet solo ñThe Rosaryò, 
song ñYour Eyes Have Told Me Soò, selection ñVeroniqueò, morceau ñThe Church 
Paradeò. 

¶ Wednesday 3rd June 1914, Cannon Street Recreation Ground ï march ñPatric iaò 
(Bidgood), inter mezzo ñHeartôs Easeò (Macbeth), valse ñLunaò (Lincke), dance ñMoon 
Madrigal ò (Willeby), selection ñThe Gold Mineò (Williams), gavotte ñBells of St Maloò 
(Rimmer), intermezzo ñFairyland ò (Hesse), valse ñSobre las Olasò (Rosas), idyll ñThe 
Glow Wor mò (Lin cke), selection ñSergeant Briceò (Lehmann).  

¶ Wednesday 10th June 1914, The Oval, Nile Street ï march ñPareeò (Bidgood), gavotte 
ñOrynthiaò (Hume), Alaskan song ñCochecoò (Joyce), selection ñBohemiaò (Kapa), 
gavotte ñEdithaò (Mora), dance ñMoon Madrigal ò (Willeby),  valse ñBay Blueò (Durley) , 
gavotte ñWeymouth Chimesò (Howgill), selection ñHaddon Hall ò (Sullivan) . 

¶ Wednesday 17th June 1914, Dansom Lane Recreation Ground ï march ñOn the Qui 
Viveò (Partridge), overture ñFairy Taleò (Laurendeau), valse ñDonau Wellenò 
(Ivanocivi), gavotte ñOrynthiaò (Hume),  selection ñSergeant Briceò (Lehmann), dance 
ñIn the Shadowsò (Fincke), intermezzo ñFairyland ò (Hesse), valse ñAmoreuseò 
(Berger), Alaskan song ñCochecoò (Joyce), selection ñBest of Allò (Williams).  

¶ Wednesday 24th June 1914, Stoneferry Park ï march ñSons of the Braveò (Bidgood), 
inter mezzo ñHeartôs Easeò (Macbeth),  valse ñMyosotisò (Lowthian), dance ñIn the 
Shadowsò (Fincke), selection ñTop of the Treeò (Kaps), gavotte ñLes Cloches de St. 
Etienneò (Howgill), song ñYour Eyes Have Told Me Soò  (Hardy), valse ñThe Druidôs 
Prayerò (Dawson), morceau ñHearts and Flo wersò (Czibulka), selection ñThe Orchidò 
(Caryll -Monckton).  
 

On Monday 2 August 1897, both orphanage bands took part in the bank holiday 
Boulevard Sports in Hull, conducted by Thomas W. Smith and James Arnott. 
 

¶ See Appendix 2 for images of the home and the  band.  
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

3. Other orphanage bands  
 
Two other local orphanage bands were in existence around a similar time period. The 
Hull Railway Servantsô Orphanage Band was active between 1892 and 1895. The  
Flamborough Orphanage Band was active in 1909. 
 
 

4. Other orphanage s 
 
There were a number of other orphanages and homes in Hull during the 19th century, 
but none of them supported musical bands ï at least to the extent that they performed 
public ly. These included: 
 

¶ Hope House (1811-1937) ï the Hull Female Penitentiary  - originally a rescue 
home for fallen girls . 

¶ St Vincent's Orphan Home for Boys (1890-1995) ï a catholic home for boys, 
run by the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. 

¶ Pickering Home for Girls  (Clarendon House Home for Girls) (c.1885-1980) ï 
originally located, on Spring Bank, known as the óChurch of England Home for 
Waifs and Strays', moved to Hessle Road in 1915. 

¶ Linnaeus Street Children's Home (1910-1950s) ï home for the Hull Poor Law 
Union from about 1910.  

¶ Hull and District Branch of Dr Barnardo's Home  (1902-1951) ï situated on 
Beverley Road.  

¶ Hull Sheltering Home for Girls  (1888-1959) - a rescue home for fallen girls. 

¶ Cottage Homes, Hessle (1897-?) - the children's home of the Sculcoates Poor 
Law Union . 

¶ Hull Ragged and Industrial School (1849-1912) - set up the industrial school 
ship Southampton for the boys in 1868. 

 

Further reading:  
 

¶ Hicks, J.D. - Our Orphans: the story of the Hull Seamen's and General Orphanage, 
1853-1979 - Lockington Publishing Company, North Ferriby, 1983  

¶ Holman, Gavin  - A Fanfare of Orphans - the brass band of the St-Georges-de-l'Isle 
orphanage in Saint -Fraimbault -de-Prières - September 2022 

¶ Holman, Gavin - Music of discipline and reform - the bands of children's 
orphanages, industrial schools and asylums  - July 2019 

¶ Holman, Gavin - Music at anchor - engagements of the boys' bands from British 
industrial school, reformatory, and training ships  - February 2024 

¶ The Records of the Hull Seamenôs and General Orphanage, 1853-1986  [held at 
Hull City Archives, ref: C DSHO]  

 
  



Appendix 1 ï the Hull  Seamen's  Home and Band  
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Spring Bank Orphanage Band, c.1895 

 
 

 
Spring Bank Orphanage Band, 1917 

 

 
 



 
Spring Bank Orphanage Band, 1919 

 
 

 
Spring Bank Orphanage Band, 1920 

 



 
Hesslewood Orphanage Band, 1925 

 
 

 
Hesslewood Orphanage Band, 1920s 

 



 
Hessle Wood Orphanage Band, 1930s 

 
 

 
Spring Bank Orphanage Charity  

Challenge Cup 

 
Spring Bank Orphanage  collecting box 

 
  



Appendix 2 ï the Port of Hull  Society 's Home and Band  
 

 
Post of Hull Societyôs Home ï at Park Street 

 
 

 
The new POH Society cottage homes at Newland 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
The cottage homes, 1902 

 



 
Port of Hull Sailors ô Orphansô Home Band, 1878 

 
 

 
Port of Hull Sailors ô Orphansô Home Band, 1900s 



 
Port of Hull Sailors ô Orphansô Home Band, 1900s 

 
 

 
Port of Hull Sailors ô Orphansô Home Band, 1900s 



 
Port of Hull Sailors ô Orphansô Home Band, at Robin Hoodôs Bay, 1900s 

 
 

 
Port of Hull Sailors ô Orphansô Home Band, at Thirsk, 1900s 

 



 
Port of Hull Sailors ô Orphansô Home Band, 1900s 

 

 
Newland Homes Band, 1906 

 



 
Newland Homes Band, c. 1910 

 
 

 
Newland Homes Band, c. 1910 

 
 


