Bath Post Office Band 1 forty years of support by the
Postmasters of Bath T an example of some 5 0 similar
postal bands in the British Isles

Gavin Holman, 23 October 2020

The band was bunded in 1893 and was fully supported by the local Post Office and

overseen by successive PostmasterdVost of the players (if not all) were member of

the Bath Post Officei being postmen or telegraph messengersinthemainThe bandoés
conductor was Michael Costello from its formation through to his death in 1923.

An early appearance by the band was at the
1894, in which 100 local postmen and telegraph boys took part, together with a similar

number of uniformed postal workers from n earby towns. They followed this with a

similar parade of postmen in Bristol the next month.

Bath Post Office Band, 1920
Subsequent performances were at the Batheaston & District Horticultural Society

Show in August 1895; t he Sqptersberm@Os, afterapeasorade i n
of popular concerts in Hedgmead Park. Their second annual concert, at the Assembly

Rooms in November 1895, was a particular success in addition to invited vocal

sol oi st s, t he band gave sKisg Mesvath & glockenspiek , i nc
sol o by W F 1 et c hitdle DorritA lintluglingasaxtioan olligate byaH.

Say, and a selection of wellknown American airs.

1896 included a performance at Twerton Flower Show in August, as well as their series
of concerts at Hedgmead Park which concluded with a special benefit concert on 3d
September, also featuring the comic vocalist Walter Hann. The Eastern Dispensary
benefited by £4, with £1 being distributed to the Park gardeners. Other expenses
included 12s to Walter Hann, illuminations 11s 6%d, printing 6s, loan of an anvil 2s,
taking lamps to and fro, 2s, and incidentals 1s 6di as recorded by the band secretary
G. Fletcher. The band were paid £40 for 15 eening performances and Bank Holidays
for the Hedgmead Park concerts.
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Later that month another parade was headed by the band, that of the Bath United

District of the Ancient Order of Foresters - this time also accompanied by the Somerset
Industrial School Band. This latter band was active from 1885 through to 1920. The

school was founded in 1832, its aim being to "to reclaim abandoned boys, and to rescue
those whose unhappy circumstances would inevitably lead them to crime and

profligacy", and it was located in Lower Bristol Road, Bath.

1897 saw the band performing at the Calne Cycling Club Tournament which featured

a Asplendid gravelcoamhkilnendg Rosatcrkedon amd For e s
Weston, Bath, both in June. The Hedgmead Park concert season continued this year,

and for several more years to come (probably until WW1). The Saltford Regatta and

t he Weston Fl ower Show penormancésylhes foyrtbaneuadl t he b
concert took place at the Assembly Rooms on 28 October, and it included

Grand March Silver Trumpets, a selection from Lohengrin, and a descriptive piece

The Dar ki dlsTunel)ubi | ee

A new band secretary,Mr A. J. Cottell, was appointed in early 1898. Engagements that

year included the Weston Flower Show once again in July. In August it headed the

parade, with the Temperance Cyclist Corps, for the great Temperance Fete at the

Sydney Gardens, followed by perbrming at Beckington Horticultural Show during the

day (which also featured steam horses, swings, cocoauts and shooting galleries) and

for dancing in the evening. The fundraising Lifeboat Demonstration parade in

October, in aid of the National Lifeboat Institution, included the Post Office Band.

They held their fifth annual concert at the Assembly Rooms on 27t October, including

t he pi ec @mmendddnpaalsededtion fromThe GeishaandThe Dar ki es 6 Ju
(which was obviously a favourite with either the band or the audience!)

The band committee in 1898 were J. Baker, A. Little, W. Gardener, G. Sargent, A.
Short, E.F. Pearce(treasurer), H. Greenslade, C. Curtis, W. Lane (assistant secretary),
and A.J. Cottell (hon. Secretary).

Barn Post Orrsce Bamn,
Bath Post Office Band, c. 1905




May 1899 saw the band taking part in the procession for the Bradford-on-Avon

Forestersd Fete. St Stephen and Charl combe F
in July, and they appeared at both the Weston and Bathampton Flower Shows in
August. I n the Forestersod parade at BafflHeeast on

Royal Standard, The Berliner March, Under the Double Eagle , and Spirit of the
Storm. The sixth annual concert took place at the Assembly Rooms on 19 October,
which includ ed Soldiers in the Park (L. Monckton) and La Paloma (Yarider).

May 1900 saw the Relief of Mafeking, and Bath, together with the rest of the country,

marked the event. The Post Office Band were part of the various celebrations in the

town, which quickly spread Awith scenes of w
aft er miTHenBathy dnt West Show engaged the band to perform at its fete in

Sydney Gardens in June, and they played once more at the Weston Flower Show in
August . Fr ome District Agricul tur al Soci et
September, especially adding to the enjoyment of the various riding, driving and

jumping competitions. Their annual concert this year was on 8" November.

1901 saw the band performing the following programme in Victoria Park, Bath, on

Easter Monday, 80 April: March A A Legi on ofall), Hvaliz ofivkla@dz ar 0O
(Roeder), intermezzo i A r i(Grd Hume), selection i T h e S h @Jpnesf Betedtian

ALa Pa(Yarides),selecioni Gems of Sul | i v aaroGdHOmpe}, r a s, N
euphoniumsoloi The Vi | | ag Wes$) soikt $VirLiarte polkafi T h endH a

Ma n (Holloway), march A Br eak t he Ne wWiliamg), waltp th iDeema& u

We | | @anavia), andante i | n Me mqlintom),nsélection A Mo hawk Mi nstr e
S o n gWiliiams), piccolo solo A T h e WDaeare) soloist H. Hunt, characteristic

piecei We Ralta yS o | (Hilenbergy waltz i Moonl i ght o(®. Fetla®g, Al st e
selectioni Gems of Sul | i v a(@rdQrd Hime),laacers i Blwl. d i2é&r s o f
Ki n(&apps). This was followed by appearances at the Bromham and Chittoe Flower

Show at Spyr Pak in July, the Weston Flower Show and Batheaston & District
Horticultur al Society Show in August, and t
Show in September. Their annual concert was on 14 November at the Assembly
Rooms, whi c h | il erdnidin),e il E nid o (Ahdeé)) and the American

sketchA Do wn  Satichtintraluced the sand dance, big boot dance, cake walk, and

a melody hummed with closed lips.

Easter Monday, 33t March 1902, the band performed the following items in Victori a
Park: March i Wa g g o n (DHan), overture i The Si | v @illiers vatsel d 0

AEccent r {QuentiB)psglection i Gems of Sul |l i va(@OdOper as
Hume), euphonium solo i Come i nt o t he (EaHe) sbleist W. ldreeu d 0
intermezzo A Emd i @adré), selection A F a u &bumod), characteristic piece

ADar ki es Cofiee potkd S Ndlei n Romachémer nar d(FinBhy,| d o
overture A Cr own o {Benkit)rvalted Sour i r e(Deprédtp seledtiondi T h e

S| a v(Bishop), cornet solo f | Dr eamed (&dithDCoeka)nsoloist W.
Sweetman, waltzfi Do n au Wedndviei, termezzo i Rust i ¢, s@extiok | s 0
Al n Co o (Bidgoad) dnd galopfi De s p e (Chatbonétte). The band played at

the Grand Coronation Fete at Combe Grove, near Combe Down, in June; Clutton
District Fl ower Show in July; St Saviourds H
Show and the Batheaston Flower Show in August In September the band took part in

the military fantasia A The Rel i ef which was lteig 81 the Vidiodia Park,
together with the Somerset Industrial School Band, the Bath Volunteers Bugle Band,

the Sutcliffe Fife and Drum Band, the Bath Military Band, and the Band of the 1st



Somerset Volunteers. In October the Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds held a joint

parade with the Rational Association Friendly Society, and engaged the Post Office

Band together with the Somerset and Dorset Railway Band, Bristol City Band, and the

Industrial School Band for the processions.The banddés annual concer
13h November, a week after the band had led a torchlight procession raising funds for

the R.N.L.I. The concTelrete Henrcd eusd ealfd it Bigeg Itndam dcoh
SwaneeRi ver o.

In July 1903 the band was engaged at the Bromham and Chittoe Flower Show. August

1903 was a particularly busy month for the band - it performed at the Chippenham

Sports and Horse Show, the Maiden Bradley Horticultural Exhibition, the Calne

Horticul t ur al Soci ety Exhibition, the Ancient O]
at Upper Weston, and the St Saviourds Horti
Show. Their annual concert took place on 26t November, at which the band played
themarchi® t he Rol(A Donrg), cBreeasblon The Chi | dr(fbhds Honm
Cowen), the characteristic piecei Ma L i t 6W.H. Myddlstgndi the composer of

A Down §andtabcompanied H. Hunt in his piccolo solo i Mer r i ffeth t O

Wood).

The first known engagement for the band in 1904 was on Easter Monday, 4" April,

with the programme: march i Au x F | a (Chake),walsefi My Co (Buresg n o
selection i HMS P iem@&dlliean), characteristic piece i We Pl ay at Sol d
(Eilenberg), cornet solo A The Chi | dr(E.H.&Csweovaite ® Waves of t h.
D a n u b(lanavici), selection A Happy Day s (Bidgood)) iinteimezao
ATambour i ndFlavelh, Hancerd A Ol EIn g | a (®idcair), march A On t he

Rol | i ng(A. Baiegh valse i Sobr e L aRosas)lsalectionii| ol ant heo
(Sullivan), characteristic piece A Ma L i t 6 (W.HT dyudeyon), piccolo solo

A Mer r i rifeH tWood), valse i Bl u e D 4Strausske Gelection i Amer i cao
(Winterbottom), intermezzo fi En d o (And@))and barn dancei The Merry Coon
(F. Burns). Another Lifeboat Demonstration, this time in abnormally high

temperatures, took place in July, with the band leading the musical contingent. August

had the band performing at the Neston Park Flower Show and Fete, the Weston Flower

Show, the St Saviouros & District FI ower S
Batheaston Flower Show. Their annual concert was on 24" November 1 with family
ticketsat5fora gui nea, and Acarriages may be order

1905 started off with a ASpeci al Grand Conce
Despite the stormy weather, the Easter Fete at Sydney Gardens in April was a success

T the band provided a programme music. August 1905 was a busy time again, with the

Neston Park Flower Show and FeteSt Savi our 6s & District FIl ow
Show, and the Batheaston Flower Show. Their 12 Annual concert was held on 16"

November.

Whit Wednesday, in June 1906, the band provided entertainment at the Lacock

Annual Sports, having once again pleased the audiences at the Sydney Gardens Easter

Fete 1 n April. The Shepherdbds Fete at Bat hf
The now usud run of engagements were undertaken in Augusti the Neston Park

Flower Show, the Bath City Secondary School Sports, Batheaston Flower Show, and

Twerton Flower Show. In September they provided music for the wedding of Rupert

Moorhead and Maud Hayward at Li mpley Stoke, and also at the Weston Manor Park

Hospital Fete, ending the year with their annual concert on 22nd November.



Bath Post Office Band, 1929

A solemn occasion opened the bandds engageme
their colleagues, E.F. Pearce, in February. This was followed by the Lacock Sports in

May; Neston Park, Weston, Beckington, Freshford, and Twerton flower shows in

August. Its annual concert was held on 25t November 1907, where

the A me n i n |l etterso as they deserve by t
efficiency, had secured distinguished and extensive patronage for the

entertainment, and those present had the double satisfaction of knowing

that by attending they were helping the funds of an institution which

deserves well of the public - for the Post Office Band is always ready to turn

out on short notice to lead off patriotic rejoicings or do its utmost for a

Mayor's Hospital Fund - as well receiving excellent value for the modest

admission fee in the form of a capital musical programme admirably

rendered.

The bandds contribution t Blankehbarg's emarem i"Thg i ncl
Gladiator's Farewell ", followed by Fred Godfrey's "Reminiscences of England’,
Tschaikowsky's chant sans paroles Souvenir de Hapsal", Godard's "Berceuse de

Jocelyn", and the two-step "Petite Tonkinoise."

July 1908 saw the band at the Weston Flower Show. August that year included
engagements at Beckington Flower Show. The Corston Harvest Home fete in
September engaged the band to provide music, and their annual concert took place on

19 November, where their progr amineayisnté&l udChdap Gé
ASpani sh mMehfidMear i e Wahd i &. Al &rntsnuacrhnt 60s.

1909 brought the band to Weston Show again in July, two concerts at a Bank Holiday
fete at Sydney Gardens in August, and the Bath Horse Show and Corston Harvest
Home in September. Their annual concert was held on 1% November.

In 1910 the band was engagd to play twice a week in the city centre from June, starting
at Milsom Street in front of the Constitutional Club, moving to Old Bond Street to



conclude their programme. Weston Show enjoyed their music in July when the band

appeared in their new uniforms. The Neston Park and Beckington Shows, the Friendly

Societies Demonstration and Bath Cycling Club Sports engaged them in August. The

Lifeboat Saturday Demonstration was led by the band in October, and their annual

concert was held on 1™ November whichincl uded t he i tems: F. Ro
music to the Merchant of Venice i " A Do g e 6 sandMial rncthedr me z z o , Por
selection fromh&dMoAckgkbadrd®exd i on fAdmePBal kRuob
Princesasnad SdhlLwbhAdr teu .

1911 again saw thdéand engaged by the city to perform twice weekly. Weston Flower

Show in August. Annual concert on 16" November, which included their pieces: march

AMyr el | a(DlBernidua)) i Rredmi ni s cences Hefr mamli lIFin mic ke s
ShadowsG Michael didepolChand apriasndodgans ™. Mi .
Porto Ricandancei Rosi t a 0.

I n 1912, the Weston Show in August again f
together with the Mid -Somerset Agricultural Show at Shepton Mallet in September.

Their annual concert, on 17" October, consisted for the first time two separate
performances at 3pm and 8pm, including the pieces: A Er z h er z o (K. KEafftg e n 0
Lortzing), selection fi P e g @.eslee Stuart), Airs de BalletA L i s eandf It & @d el

(Leon Adam), and Japanese intermezzoil H a n a(koAdetter).

Weston Show and Bath Cycling Club Fete in August 1913, were followed by the annual
concert on 30t October, reverting to a single event at 8pm, which included i T h e
Danci ng MLiondl Moacktsnp a march by J. Marek, i | d yPhaudl Lincke), and
ANeapolitan Serenadeo.

On It June 1914, under the auspices of the Bath and Somerset Aero Club, Rowland
Ding, the Hendon airman, commenced three days of demonstrations with his 110
horsepower Handley Page biplane. During the Whit Monday event the Post Office
Band provided musical entertainment. Later that month the band performed at a Sale
of Work at Weston, followed by the Weston Flower Show in July, and Twerton Flower
Show in August.

Jim Godwin, who was a famous rugby footballer, was also a trombone player in the
Post Office Band prior to WW1.

The band is presumed to have disbanded during WW1, and its first public engagement
following the end of the war was at the annual cricket match between the Bristol and
Bath Post Offices, in June 1920.It got back into familiar territory with performances
at Weston Flower Show in July.

At a concert, presumably at Sydney Gardens, in May 1922, th& programme was:

march A Sp an dlela)) waltz A Th d d O B e (Phelpsg),oselection i Popul ar o
(Bidgood), serenadefi O S o | ECaphH), wd stepfi Cr e o | e (LéBned), Imarcho

APr ome nSadog wyll A Ho b o m{Rkeveas), selectioni Sc ot (Ukicoy and
twostepi Get Out andPeBa)t Under o

In August 1923 the Bathford Fete included the Flower Show and Industrial Exhibition,
and a poultry exhibition. Exhibits comprised vegetables, fruit and flowers;
needlework, crochet, knitting, cooking and handicraft. The event also included an



@nkl e comppersj and the Bath Post Office Band providing musical
entertainment during the day , and for dancing in the evening.

T h e b an dimeconduztargVichael Costello, died
on 15 November 1923, at the age of 60. Born in ?
Ayrshire, his family moved to Bath, via Kent T his

father had been a sergeant in the 29 Foot Regiment

and retired to Bath. By trade Michael was a bootmaker
and married Mary Ann Dyer in 1881, with whom he had

children Mabel, Edith, Elvira, Winifred, Leona rd,

Maurice, and Doris. When he took up the position of

bandmaster with the Bath Post Office Band, he had
previously been bandmaster of the North Somerset
Yeomanry for some years.In 1911the family was living

at 8 Lyndhurst Terrace, Thomas Street, Walcot

Leonard was a telegraph messenger with the Bath Post
Of fice (aged 15) and EI vi
(aged 21).

The band survived Michael
engaged for the Larkhall Flower Show in August 1924.

mi st 6s

eat h

Michael Costello

In October 1928, A.J. Cottell, who was one of the founders of the Post Office Band, was

honoured on the occasion of his retirement from the Post Office, after some 40 years.

He, |l i ke the bandés first conductor, Michael
Yeomanry, and previously in the Somerset Volunteers. Joseph J. Coles (who was to

retire as a postman in 1932) was another founding member of the band.

Easter Monday, April 1st 1929, saw the band give a concert at the Royal Victoria Park

in Bath, under the baton of conductor G.S. Fudge,i n ai d of the Mayor 6
F u n d.ater that summer, on 7t July, the band performed at the Royal Victoria Park

in the Bath Summer Band Season, or which the town Corporation had engaged bands

from around the country, including Besses 00
and a large number of regimental military bands.

July 1930 the band was performing at the Batheaston Fete.

INJune 1932 t he Bath White Ensign Old Comradesé®o
was led by the Post Office Band.

There is no mention of the band beyond 1932.




Various post offices across the land established or supported brass bands. These are
listed below i 53, including those of telegraph messengers, who were part of the Post
Office at that time.

Aberdeen Postal Band  (Aberdeenshire) i Active around 1910
i |
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Aberdeen Postal Band

Ascot Post Office Band  (Berkshire) - See:Ascot Brass Band

Bath Post Office Brass Band (Somersel) - Founded around 1892. Still active in 1932.
Conductor Mr Costello in 1892-1923, G.S. Fudge in 1929

Birkenhead and District Postal Band (Cheshire) - Active in the early 1900s

Birmingham Postal Telegraph Clerks' Brass Band (Warwickshire) - Active in 1886,
conductor Mr Corfield, and into the 1890's

Bournemouth Postmen's Brass Band (Hampshire) - Active in the 1890s and 1900s.
Bandmaster in 1906 was E. L. Green

Bournemouth Postmenés Brass Band



Bournemouth Postmends Brass Band

Bournemouth Postmendés Brass Band



